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As we approach Easter on April 4th I am 

drawn to the cross and the simple words that 

remind me of the humanity of Jesus, òJesus 

wept.ó  (John 11:35)  I consider it comforting 

that Jesusõ tears serve to hallow our own tears 

and to remind us that to be humané  to be 

fully alive é is to weep.  In the Israel Museum 

in Jerusalem there is a collection of ancient 

ceramic sacramental vessels.  They are quite 

small and they were made to hold human 

tears.  

A parent or a child dies or someone you know 

has cancer é and you weep.  Perhaps a per-

son betrays you or you have a serious rift with a 

close friend and you weep in the face of this.  

If you are a Jew you pick up the tear cup and 

place it under your eye and weep into it.  

When you are finished weeping you cap it 

and put it away until another day arrives that is 

filled tears.  

Why did these people save their tears?  Be-

cause they were precious and provided a re-

minder that you have lived authentically and 

fully.  A cup of tears is evidence you have felt 

deeply, that you have suffered and sorrowed 

and survived.  

If we were wiser and more alive to things we 

might well cry more often than we do.  Life is 

not easy and hardly  a week passes that 

something worth crying about does not hap-

pen.  To pretend life is easy or is without trag-

edy diminishes us and those we love.  Some 

have a hard time crying because they are 

afraid of their feelings.  But it is possible that if 

we pretend we do not feel great grief, heart-

ache or sorrow even as Christians over time we 

forget how to care and live deeply.  C. S. Lewis 

said in The Four Loves òto love at all is to be 

vulnerable.  Love anything, and your heart will 

be broken.  If you want to keep your heart in-

tact give it to no one, not even to an animal.  

Wrap it carefully around with hobbies and little 

luxuries é lock it up safe in the casket of your 

selfishness.  In that casket ... safe, dark, mo-

tionless, airless  é it will change.  It will not be 

broken; it will become unbreakable, impene-

trable, irredeemable.ó 

The ancient Hebrews did not live life this way 

because they loved life too much.  They were 

not afraid to cry and express feelings.  The 

fuller oneõs tear cup, the fuller oneõs life.  Great 

hearted people, it seems, cry more readily 

than small hearted ones.  Life has touched 

them more deeply not only with pain but also 

with joy.  

As we go forth from Easter 2010 may it be as 

great hearted people of God who are alive to 

the joy of the resurrection and always sensitive 

to the feelings of others as well as our own.  

With much love as your pastor,  

JJOINOIN   USUS  ONON   EEASTERASTER  SSUNDAYUNDAY, A, APRILPRIL  4, 2010 4, 2010   

8:30am8:30am       Amazing!  Amazing!   

An Easter Praise & Worship Service  

presented by the Celebration Praise Team.   
Experience the amazing  story of Jesus passion and 

resurrection during this service of scripture, contempo-

rary music, traditional hymns, and an Easter homily.  

 

9:45am9:45am       Continental breakfast Continental breakfast   

11:00am Traditional Worship Service11:00am Traditional Worship Service   

 
Our worship will be supported by the  

Chancel Choir, the Hallelujah Choir, organ, and  

the School of Music Brass Quartet.  

 

He is risen indeed!He is risen indeed!He is risen indeed!    
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Discipleship PrayerDiscipleship Prayer   
 

 

Back in October, I preached a sermon called òLet Me See Againó based on the story Jesusõ healing of blind Barti-

maeus, from Mark 10:46 -52.  I concluded by suggesting the following morning prayer:  

 

 Lord, let me see again today, just enough to follow you.  

 

Just before Lent began, I preached the second sermon from our recently finished series on Living Beyond the Sanc-

tuary,  and I suggested an addition to the earlier prayer:  

 

Lord, I surrender everything to you:  

Home ð nothing happens here without your approval  

Checkbook and pen ð all my resources are truly yours  

Talents and gifts ð use my skills in mission as you see fit  

Intellect ð renew my mind and transform my perspective  

Heart and passions ð use my time and energy in faithful service  

Hands ð join me with others in community  

Feet ð set me on the right path; Iõll go where you lead and stay when itõs time 

Mouth ð proclaim the good news through me  

(and during Lent, my forehead, as a reminder to surrender).  

 

During week six of our series, we explored situational (short -term) and relational (long -term) evangelism, and added 

the following request:  

 

 Lord, place people in my path in whom I may either plant a seed or with whom I may harvest  

 what others have sown.  Provide opportunities to share the reason for my hope in Christ.  

 

On Palm Sunday, you were asked if you are ready to live a better story, to participate in His -story by living a life that 

overcomes conflict through self -sacrifice.  The final part of the prayer, for those who would be disciples, is simply a 

commitment to living a life of gratitude:  

 

Lord, thank you for living the bestéstoryéever.  I want and need you to help me live a better story.   

 

I didnõt set out six months ago to write a new prayer, and a student of prayer would be quick to point out that there 

is already a prayer found in scripture for disciples.  This prayer, in its final, combined version below, is not meant to 

replace the Lordõs Prayer.  But, if you are looking for a fresh way to talk with God, try praying this prayer every morn-

ing for a month, being sure to listen to and watch for Godõs answers.  And continue to pray the prayer Jesus taught 

his disciples too, especially in worship with the believing community.  My hope is that both prayers will focus and pre-

pare your spirit for a life of bold and obedient discipleship, and that all those God puts in your path will be drawn to 

Christ. 

 

Lord, let me see again today enough to follow you.  I surrender everything to you.   

Let me share the hope I have in you.  I want to live a better story.  Amen.  

 

 

 

Pastor Dave  
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Time for BuildingTime for Building   
 

Sunõs shining brightly. Temperatureõs rising. Flowers are 

blooming. Springtime is here! Weõre back to buildingñ

Habitat houses, that is. Habitat for Humanity International 

was founded in 1976 by Millard and Linda Fuller. But the 

concept had its beginning at Koinonia Farm, a small, inter-

racial, Christian community outside of Americus, Georgia, 

in 1942 by Clarence Jordan, a farmer and Biblical scholar. 

The Fullers visited Koinonia Farm in 1965 after leaving a 

successful business and affluent lifestyle to begin a new 

life of Christian service.  

 

Jordan and Fuller developed the concept of òpartnership 

housingóñwhere those in need work side -by -side to build 

simple, decent homes. The houses would be built at no 

cost and interest would not be charged on the loans. 

Building costs would be financed by a revolving fund 

called òThe Fund for Humanity.ó The fundõs money would 

come from the new homeownersõ house payments, no-

interest loans provided by supporters and money earned 

by fund -raising activities. Monies in the Fund would be 

used to build more houses. In 1968, building was begun on 

25 acres of Koinonia Farm with capital being donated 

from around the country.  

 

In 1973 the Fullers took the concept to developing coun-

tries beginning with Zaire (now Democratic Republic of 

Congo). They returned to the US in 1976 and with a group 

of supporters formed Habitat for Humanity International. 

Growth has been phenomenal helped in large part by 

former US President Jimmy Carter and his wife Rosalynn 

who took their first Habitat work trip in 1984 and gave it 

national visibility. In 2000 they led a team of thousands to 

New York City to help New York with its housing crisis. A 

milestone was reached during that time: the 100,000 th 

Habitat home was built.  

 

Thus, in its first 24 years, Habitat for Humanity built 100,000 

houses with people in need of decent, affordable shelter. 

In only nine years since then, another 250,000 houses were 

built. Today more than 1.75 million people are now living in 

Habitat homes. Worldwide approximately 100 million peo-

ple are still homeless. Habitat for Humanity and its partners 

are committed to a world where every man, woman and 

child has a safe and healthy place to live.  

 
Information excerpted from òHistory of Habitató at 

www.habitat.org   

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Carrie Jo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments from Kids Hope mentorsõ Daily Progress Reports 

to their studentsõ teachers: 

 

òI asked Danny what was the best part of 

his day and he said, òThis é Kids Hope!ó 

 

òWonderful day!  She was sweet, excited, 

active é as always.  But fun!ó 

 

òShe had a great day in school especially 

in music.  She said Mr. Hall (the principal) 

has a good attitude.ó 

 

òJaylin was most excited by my gift of 

Candyland.  She said ôI never had a 

game before.õ  We played it once to-

gether and then again with another Kids 

Hope child and mentor.  She was ec-

static.ó 

 

òHe seems amazed that I know my multi-

plication facts!ó 

 

  

  

Rebuilding Together Celebrates April 24thRebuilding Together Celebrates April 24th   
 

Did you know that Rebuilding Together is a national or-

ganization that repairs homes of low -income people?  

There are about 200 Rebuilding Together affiliates across 

the country and 13 affiliates in Indiana.  All affiliates cele-

brate by working on National Rebuilding Together day, 

which is the last Saturday in April.  This year that date is 

April 24th.  

 

Our local affiliate is Rebuilding Together Delaware 

County.  With the help of volunteers and licensed plumb-

ers and electricians we repair about 75 -100 homes per 

year.  Rebuilding Together repairs roofs, ceilings, floors, 

doors and windows, and builds wheel chair ramps.  Each 

Tuesday we publish our weekly work schedule by email.  

During nice weather we also work on some Saturdays.  

We will be working on Saturday, April 17 and April 24.  

 

People from several churches volunteer at Rebuilding 

Together Delaware County.  We appreciate the support 

of First Presbyterian volunteers é especially Pastor Dave, 

Marty Kendrick and volunteer office worker Janie Miller.  

Also, First Presbyterian youth have cleaned and painted 

at the Rebuilding Together warehouse.  Please join us for 

fellowship and helping people.  If you are interested in 

volunteering please contact:  

 

Michelle Kaitchuck, Director of Operations  

Rebuilding Together Delaware County  

765-748-4922 (cell)  

mkaitchuck@comcast.net  

http://www.habitat.org/
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Branches  Upcoming Events  

To glorify God, BranchesΩ activities provide education, fellowship, mission, stewardship, and worship experiences for all junior high 
and senior high students. All gatherings are from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the church unless otherwise noted and will usually include 
dinner (bring $$ to help defray meal costs).  Always check your email for more details and last minute changes.  LŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ your 
email address, please send it to cathy@firstpresmuncie.org 

I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them  
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.  John 15:5 

 
April 4  No meeting (Easter) 

April 11 Youth Sunday rehearsal  

April 18                Youth Sunday rehearsal  

April 25                Youth Sunday rehearsal 

May 2                  Youth Sunday; Recognition brunch between services (graduating seniors and second graders will be recognized); 
scholarships awarded at 11:00 service 

May 9  aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΤ ƴƻ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

May 16  Mystery night!  

May 23  We will attend a special concert in the afternoon; watch for more details  

May 30  Memorial Day; no meeting 

June 6  VBS prep 
 
 

Branches  Upcoming Summer Events  

June 27 -July 2      Summer Mission Trip  

We will leave on Sunday, June 27, after the first service and head to Presbyterian Camps, Saugatuck, Michigan.  The Presbyterian Camps is 
owned and operated by the Presbytery of Chicago.  The camp is located on 130 acres of heavily wooden dunes on the shores of Lake 
Michigan in the town of Saugatuck.  The Camp has distinct program areas including three beaches on Lake Michigan and a canoe dock on 
the Kalamazoo River.  Our work projects will include cabin construction/renovation, grounds maintenance, and trail construc-
tion/maintenance.  Check out their website (www.prescamps.org).  The cost is $130 or $200 for two in a family.  Deadline to register for 
this mission trip is April 1. 

July 20 -24            Presbyterian Triennium  

WHO:  The Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a gathering of youth and adults from the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, the Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church in America, and the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Youth Participants must be entering high school and 
no older than 19 years old on July 20, 2010.  Held every three years, 7,000 Presbyterian youth attended Triennium in 2007. 

WHERE: The Triennium will be held on the campus of Purdue University in West Lafayette. 

WHEN: The Triennium runs from Tuesday, July 20 through Saturday, July 24.  Check-in is from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm on Tuesday the 
20th. The Triennium event officially begins with dinner on the 20th and ends with worship on the 24th. 

THEME: ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмл ¢ǊƛŜƴƴƛǳƳ ƛǎ άCƻǊ {ǳŎƘ ŀ ¢ƛƳŜ ŀǎ ¢Ƙƛǎέ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǎǘƘŜǊ пΥмпΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 
the week through daily presentations, worship, prayer, recreation, and small groups. A theme grid, or guide, to the primary scrip-
tures, liturgical elements and theological questions can be found on the website (http://www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org). 

COST: Cost per person of $50 or $75 for two in a family and includes housing, meals, conference T-shirt and all programming. 

mailto:cathy@firstpresmuncie.org
http://www.prescamps.org
http://www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org
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Youth Mini Mission, March 21 - 24, 2010  
 
To kick off the Mini Mission Trip, Branches held a Food Pantry Raid to 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ 9ƛƎƘǘŜŜƴ .ǊŀƴŎƘŜǎΩ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
adults, joined forces to collect 573 canned goods. (Thanks to all church 
members who donated food!)  The food was sorted and loaded into the 
vans for delivery to Christian Ministries the next day. The Mini Mission 
Trip then officially began with unpacking, lots of fellowship, and a won-
derful worship service led by our three lovely chaperones (Thea, Dan 
Alexander, and Marie Burkey). Bedtime quickly approached as we pre-
pared ourselves for a fun-filled day of work. 

 
The sixteen youth participants (Cassie Alexander, Jack Alexander, Ian 
Bretz, Erin Bretz, Aggie Brooks, Bethany Brooks, Amanda Brown, Megan 
Brown, Jessica Burkey, John Burkey, Lucas Clay, Mackenzie Clinger, Wes-
ton Clinger, Rachel Jewett, Lauren Simmons, and Betsy Varner) were 
divided into three God Squads. God Squads are small groups of five or six 
people that were responsible for leading two worship services and one 
day of kitchen duty.  
 
Monday and Tuesday morning (from 9:00 am to noon) were spent work-
ing at Christian Ministries. Monday morning, some Branches stayed at 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƘŜƭǇ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ άraidedέ ŎŀƴƴŜŘ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀǿŀȅ ƻǊ 
to organize a storage closet. The rest of the group headed over to Hope 
House to strip wallpaper. We decided that one scraper and one steamer 
were not enough for superior efficiency, so a quick run for supplies was 
necessary (thanks to Carrie Jo and the Adult Ministry Luncheon group for 
funding the rental cost of three steamers). Tuesday morning we contin-
ued removing wallpaper. A group was also taken upstairs to the apart-
ments to pick up trash. This task was quickly expanded to a full-scale 
cleaning job. Our eyes were quickly open to the fact that parts of our 
community were suffering more then we had ever realized. The women 
in charge of the Hope House told us that we had accomplished in two 
days what she had hoped would be completed by the end of April.   
 
The Monday and Tuesday afternoon (1:30 to 4:30) schedules split the 
middle and high school groups for different projects. The middle school-
ers stayed at the church and packed 100 sack lunches for the Harvest 
Soup Kitchen on Monday. On Tuesday, they packed 45 hygiene kits 
(thanks to the Mission Committee for funding the items for the kits) to be 
sent over to Haiti, cleaned some church candelabras, and picked up sticks 
ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ άǿƻƻŘǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ 
Rebuilding Together with Pastor Dave and Michelle Kaitchuck. On Mon-
day they worked in the Rebuilding Together warehouse cleaning, paint-
ing, and making minor repairs. On Tuesday they went to a house to repair 
a ceiling which had caved in. The task was to first pull 500 staples out of 
the ceiling, then to glue and staple up new ceiling tiles. Half of the ceiling 
was completed upon our leaving, which was a productive feat. 
 
Both Wednesday morning and afternoon, our whole group worked at 
Second Harvest Food Bank. Our task was to sort and bag sweet potatoes. 
At the end of the day, we sorted 17,160 pounds (8 and ½ pallets) of 
sweet potatoes!   A successful and productive day, if we do say so our-
selves! 
 
As a group, we feel that our week was well spent and productive. This 
experience opened our eyes to the fact that, despite the fun that travel-
ing on our mission trips provides, our own community is suffering and 
needs help. We felt like we made a big impact, not only with the people 
we worked with but also with the things we were able to accomplish. 

 

Mini Mission by the Numbers  
 

¶ 3 and 1/2 days 

¶ 16 youth 

¶ 3 chaperones 

¶ оу άƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎέ 

¶ 5 agencies served 

¶ 573 cans of food 

¶ 342 man hours 

¶ 3 wallpaper steamers 

¶ 123 pillow cases 

¶ 100 sack lunches 

¶ 45 hygiene kits for Haiti 

¶ 1 presentation by 2 missionaries 

¶ 35 ceiling tiles 

¶ 43 hours of KP duty 

¶ м ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊǘƘƻŘƻƴǘƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ м ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ 

¶ 2 towed cars 

¶ 17,160 pounds of sweet potatoes 

¶ 3 God Squads 

¶ 7 worship services 

¶ Our time together: Priceless 
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Confirmation NewsConfirmation News   
 

On April 10th and 11th we will travel to Chicago. This will be a celebra-
tion experience and allow us to reflect on what we have learned about 
our personal faith journeys. We will attend some church services in 
the area, have devotions as a group, and enjoy our new friendships.  
We are so blessed to be experiencing this process with your children. 
Thank you for trusting them to us.    In Christ, Greg and Nicole Johnson 
 
The following statements of faith were written by 7th and 8th grade 
Confirmation students, who may choose to be confirmed into church 
membership on Easter. 
 
Kennedy Belangee 
I believe in God the one who loves all equally, keeps a promise, and is 
trustworthy. I believe in Jesus, the life of him, and what he did for us.  
Both have been with us, and always will be, along with the Holy Spirit 
working through us.  I believe in the resurrection and eternal life of all.     

 
 
 

 
 
Megan Brown 
I believe in the grace of God. I believe in the love of Jesus Christ. I be-
lieve that we all live with a clean slate because God sent his son to die 
on the cross. I believe that we are all equal in God's eyes. 
 
Jessica Burkey 
I believe that God loves everyone and gives everyone more than they 
deserve or earn. He knows our will, beginning and end, and is our only 
judge. He alone is made of nothing and makes us from dust, as he did 
!ŘŀƳ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜΦ WŜǎǳǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻƴ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿŜ Řƻ 
today. He died. He went to Hell. Then on the Third day he rose again 
and ascended into Heaven. He forgives our sins and is our savior. I 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
working through you. The Holy Ghost is always actively working 
through you to help you be more like God. He is always with you to 
guide and protect you. I believe that we should always try to become 


