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For faa’ o Loved The World

Easter is late this year — about
as late as it could ever be:
April 24th, And yet the life,
death and resurrection of Je-
sus Christ changes everything
in our lives.

C.S. Lewis wrote in Mere
Christianity: “The central

Christian belief is that Christ’s
death has somehow put us
right with God and given us a
fresh start. Theories as to how
it did this are another matter.
A good many different theories have been held as
to how it works; what all Christians agree on is
that it works.”

There are many ideas about what happened
when Jesus died and what it means. Jesus
brings peace between God and human beings.
Sometimes his death has been described as a ran-
som payment to buy back people who've been kid-
napped. Sometimes the cross has been described
as the final battleground between the forces of
evil and good, with the forces of evil apparently
winning the first round but ultimately defeated.
Sometimes — often, in fact — Old Testament sacri-
ficial language has been used: The Lamb was
slain for the sins of the people, and we have been
cleansed by the blood of the Lamb. Does it mat-
ter what we believe? Well, I believe it does.
There is the lingering matter of what the substi-
tutionary atonement — Jesus getting what we
deserve — says about God. It was for love that
Jesus Christ died, to show how deeply and pro-
foundly we are loved by God, to warm our hearts
and kindle our love for one another. That’s what
will save us and give us new life and new hope, a
love from which nothing can separate us.

And that is why there is nothing not to love
about Easter. Nothing except one thing, and

ﬁ

that is that there is no language
big enough for the topic, the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ. That’s
why I pray you will all be present
on April 24th as we celebrate the
most important day in the history
of the world.

There are actually four accounts
of what happened on the first
Easter morning. It is told differ-
ently with different people re-
sponding in different ways. But
the consistent theme — the consis-
tent theme through all the Gospels — is that old
certainties about life and death have been shat-
tered. Because Jesus was raised from the dead,
the future looks very different. God is doing a
new thing, an astonishing thing. History has
possibility now. Hatred, oppression, injustice and
death have been overturned. The worst that hu-
man beings can do happened to Jesus and was
shown to be powerless in the face of the love of
God. Therefore, all of us can trust and live and
work for a better world, for peace and justice, be-
cause in Jesus Christ they have triumphed over
death.

Jesus is alive! Easter is not just about something
that happened long ago but is a reality now. If
Jesus 1s alive, God continues to create and re-
deem and save the world.

Because Jesus Christ is risen — because of Easter
— we know surely that mercy shall follow us all
the days of our lives — and the lives of our dear
ones — and beyond. Forever. For Easter reminds
us every year that God so loved the world — and
you and me — that He came into this world, and
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but

have everlasting life.
(. Pesgs
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Powered By The Spirit

One of our Sunday school classes is investigating spiritual gifts. We have gathered in the bride’s room to explore what
the Bible has to say about the work of the Holy Spirit, in the world and in our lives. We began by examining what
scripture says about the Spirit. In particular we have focused on the different ways the Spirit has been present around
and within God’s people.

b In Numbers 11, one reads the story of how 6 Isaiah 61 speaks of the Spirit of the Lord
“the LORD came down in the cloud and being “upon me” for the purpose of
spoke with him (Moses), and he took of the preaching good news.

Spirit that was on him and put the Spirit on
the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested

on them, _thtiy prophesied, but they did not \s In John 14-16, Jesus teaches his disciples
do so again. - 4 about the coming of the Spirit, and calls

o the Spirit the advocate, the one who
b In Judges 3, 6, 11 and 14, the Spirit of the brings wisdom, truth and conviction into
Lord “comes upon” the ones God raised up \ the world and into believers.

as judges, empowering them to lead Israel
out from under their oppressors.

\s The book of Acts describes multiple
events involving the Holy Spirit, including
the miracle of Pentecost (chap. 2), and
the filling of new believers by the Spirit
(chap. 8, 10, 11, 13).

b In Samuel 10, the prophet tells Saul that,
“The Spirit of the LORD will come upon you
in power, and you will prophesy with them;
and you will be changed into a different per-
son”

After this initial exploration of the Spirit’s ongoing active presence in scripture, we’ve read through portions of the
apostle Paul’s letters to the Romans, Corinthians, and Ephesians. Each one includes a list of spiritual gifts. We've
had some very interesting discussion. We’ve questioned the difference between talent and spiritual gifting. We’ve
wondered if some gifts are more important than others. We've wrestled with some of Paul’s comments that make it
seem like the type and fullness of our gifts from the Spirit are based on our level of faith. We’ve learned that speak-
ing in tongues should be between the one so gifted and God, unless there is someone to interpret for the church.

Paul’s lists are different in each of his letters (see Rom. 12, 1 Cor. 12 and Eph. 4). Some gifts occur on more than one
list, some all three, and others only on one. From our reading, it seems clear that Paul’s lists are different because
he was writing to different congregations, and he knew that their needs, strengths, arguments, etc., were different.
However there are some things that Paul makes clear in all three letters:

1 There is no hierarchy of gifts — all are important for the health of the body, meaning
the church, and not everyone can be the recipient of the same gift.

1 Everyone who calls Jesus Lord and Savior is filled by the Spirit and has received, or will
receive, at least one of the gifts he lists.

1 The true purpose of spiritual gifts is for the building up of the church and the equipping
of its members for service to each other and the world.
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To add to Paul’s wisdom we humbly offer our own:

1 Spiritual gifts are not about our abilities, but about God’s ability to work in and
through us.

1 Discerning one’s spiritual gifts is not always easy, but having others to aid in the dis-
cernment process helps.

1 Spiritual gifts are about more than figuring out which church program slot the pastor
needs you to fill! They call us to joyfully serve as we become more and more the peo-
ple God has created and gifted us to be, inside and outside of the church.

Our class is almost finished, but it’s not too late to begin your own exploration of spiritual gifts. There are many
resources available for individual and group study. | encourage you to consider exploring this with others. If you
would like more information on how to begin, please let me know. | can provide you with websites, studies,
books and gift inventories to guide you on the journey.

God’s Spirit is alive and at work in you, in God’s church and in the world! Discover how God has empowered you
to participate in the mission project and join in with joy.

In Christ,
Pastor Dave

Portrait Dedication
Sunday, March 6th

RON NAYLOR AND ARTIST DAVID SLONIM WITH PORTRAIT
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Br an c lUpcoming Events

b To glorify God, NJ vy G@étivitiesCprovide education, fellowship, mission, stewardship, and worship exgeri-
ences for all junior high and senior high students. All gatherings are from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the chuych
unless otherwise noted and will usually include dinner (bring $$ to help defray meal costs).
lfglrea OKSO] @2dzNJ SYFAf F2NJ Y2NB RSGFAfa FyR[ f
please send it toathy@firstpresmuncie.org

| am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and | in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. - John 15:5
April 1 Deadline for mission trip reservation and MercyMe reservation (see below)
April 3 Youth Sunday Rehearsal Join us for AP Bible Study!
April 6 (W) AP Bible Study (Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00) Who: High school and middle school students

What: Dinner and Bible study

When: Wednesday evenings, 5:00 to 7:00
(check your e -mail')

Where: Conference room

Join us for Bible study and a light supper.

April 10 Youth Sunday Rehearsal

Why: Because Sunda scho
April 13 (W) AP Bible Study (Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00) Y “ “ < .

Join us for a study of Romans and a light supper.

April 17 MercyMe concert with Brandon Heath and Natalie Grant (change from March Columns)

Meet at the church at 6:00 to walk to Emens for this concert at 6:30. Tickets are $23. | need to
have your ticket money by APRIL 1 . According to the MercyMe website: The laid-back
band from Greenville, Texas, quickly evolved from being Christian music’s fastest-selling new
act in 2001 to one of the most successful bands in all musical genres. Their music is appealing to
both devout Christians who study the Bible and young teens who devour Rolling Stone.

April 20 (W) AP Bible Study (Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00)

Join us for a study of Romans and a light supper.

April 24 Easter (no meeting)

April 27 (W) AP Bible Study (Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00)
Join us for Bible study and a light supper.

Br a n ¢ Upcoming Summer Events:
May 22 Youth Sunday; Recognition Sunday (note date change)

June 12-16 VBS fi PandaMania

June 26-July 1 Mission trip: Camp Wyoming, Wyoming, lowa
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Mini Mission FAQ!! Join the Vinedressers!
(March 20 -23, 2011)

The Vinedressers work 2-4 hours per
week at the garden and sell the pro-

Q What do we mean by oOominidé mission?
A: By omini 6 we mean o0localdé (not t o é:ingatafq!'lurcailo%%!gcgays.quleé owa!
dshortoe (not a full week |ike our s ulnyeuldlikgtobe patofthe Ving-
dressers, we want you! Last year our
Q: Who participated in Mini Mission 20117 gardening efforts generated $1,500
A: Cassie Alexander, Jack Alexander, Erin Bretz, lan Bretz, Amanda for Second Harvest Food Bank, which
Brown, Megan Brown, John Burkey, Lucas Clay, Mackenzie Clinger, was matched by the mission commit-
Weston Clinger, Jennifer Koontz, Allison Simmons, Lauren Simmons, tee for a total of $3,000. If you enjoy
and chaperones Dan Alexander, Betsy Varner, and Thea! gardening and want fo learn more,
Q: What was your schedule like? see Thea or Mike McCauley.
A: 7:00 am Wake up/dress, etc.  6:00 pm Dinner prep,
dinner, cleanup Vinedr esser €dpitaldé s i o x :
7:30 am Breakfast prep, 8:00 pm Fellowship time GodGs soil, water, apd we

utilize our God -given talents to provide
fresh produce for our church family
8:15am Worship 10:00 pm God Squads and those in our community less fortu-
nate.

breakfast, cleanup

8:45 am Depart for work site 10:30 pm Bible reading; quiet time
Vinedresserso8 Object]i

<
(¢)
(7]

4:45-6:00 pm Free time at home to 11:00 pm Lights out

shower, etc. Learn and develop gardening skills

2} Where did you work? Understand responsibilities associated

Monday, March 21 with growing vegetables organically
9:00 - 12 noon Second Harvest (sorted sweet potatoes, again!) .
1:30 - 4:30 pm Christian Ministries (painted recepfion area and Select appropriate vegetables (and/or
sorted food) flowers) for production
Tuesday, March 22 Tend to gardening tasks throughout the
9:00 - 12 noon Rebuilding Together (started construction of a growing season
wheelchair ramp)
1:30 - 4:30 pm Christian Ministries (more painting; more sorting) Identify and supply charitable sources
that can use our produce effectively
Wednesday, March 23 Provide produce for selected church
9:00 - 12 noon Second Harvest (sorted grapefruit) activities
1:30 - 4:30 pm Rebuilding Together (wheelchair ramp continued)

Conclude the growing season by pre-

Q: Did you accomplish much? paring the soil for following year

A: Yes!
Mini Mission Trip By The Numbers

9 14 youth participants 1 1/2 wheelchair ramp completed (to be continued!)
9 3 chaperones (including one college alum - thanks, Betsy!) 1 306 hours of manual labor
9 3-and-one-half days 1 3 God Squads
134 ohel ping handsb6 I 3 Kitchen Crews
9 3 agencies served 1 4 worship services, including the Lenten service at Geth-
1299 cans of food oraided6é fron®RREUMEL member s
1 2,000+ food items sorted 1 1 concert by the Silver Classic Choir (bravo, Greg John-

son!)

9 10,000 pounds of sweet potatoes sorted and bagged : . .
) 9 8 people in one secret sardines hiding spot (and one 46 -
9 13,725 pounds of grapefruit sorted and bagged minute record!)

1 6 gallons of primer and top coat fTi me spent together, serving |[God?d
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!
VBS | June 12 -16!

What happens when a pack of fun  -loving panda
bears invades our church???? A wild celebration
of God's unconditional love!

At PandaMania VBS, kids will discover that God
has a purpose and a plan for everyone and that he
crafted each of us with his own loving hands.

We welcome children and families
on Sunday mornings to First Presbyterian Church!

Infants through 3 year olds receive child care and Christian nurturing in Room 101 with Marie
Burkey and her helper throughout Sunday morning from 8:15 am to noon.

During Worship Services : Chi | dr ends Wor ship Center

Children 4 years old through 2 "™ grade will join their parents in the sanctuary for the beginning of worship and be
di smi ssed with a | eader for Childrends Worship Center. Chil di
be in worship with young children. It is a way that adults and children can grow in love for God and for one an-
other. It uses storytelling as a primary means for encountering God, so God is experienced, not just learned
about. Children in the 3 ™ grade and older remain in worship with their parents.

9:45 - 10:30 Sunday school for Children and Youth

Room 103: 4 year olds through 1 ** graders Melissa Daniels

Room 104: 2™, 3 and 4" graders Jennifer Dale welcnmel

Room 106: 5" and 6" graders Christy Wauzzinski [ |

Room 105: 7" and 8" graders Greg and Nicole Johnson

Room 23 (on the stage): 9 M-12" graders Aaron and Jacqueline Burton

Are you called to be a Sunday school substitute teacherl of a

talk to Thea or to Jacqueline Burton!

Dr. John Rosemond is coming to Muncie! April 17 & 18, 2011

Dr. John Rosemond is an acclaimed psychologist/author/speaker on parenting and disci-

pline known for his sound advice, humor, and relaxed engaging style. He will be speak-

ing at various forums: Sunday evening, April 17, from 6:00 -8:00 pm, and Monday,
April 18, from 10:00 -11:30 am; 4:00 -5:30 pm; and 7:00-8:30 pm) .

There will be a $5 admission fee for the Sunday evening session; Monday sessions are free. Childcare is
available on Sunday evening only, for children pre-registered by April 11 (go to www.unionchapel.com).

See poster / pick up a flyer at the information desk for more information on forum locations and topics.
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CHURCH LI BRARY NOTE

From Maxine and Chuck Leslie

A Mother and Son

=== \When she was first called to the hospital, Joan Ryan assumed it would just require an afternoon of waiting
< > and finally a few stitches for her son, who had been injured in an accident. Instead, she spent months with

her son in the hospital and later in rehab as he recovered from a brain injury.
The Water Giver

~ S The last 16 years had been challenging for both the boy and his parents. He had learning disabilities and
ADHD. His behavior was odd, and he was often defiant. In her book The Water Giver (155.6 RYAN), the
author retraces their tumultuous relationship and how the long period of recovery enabled her to redefine
2 > her role as a mother and to establish a new relationship with her son. She finally stopped trying to be a
. i relentless reformer and became a loving mother.

The author is an award-winning author and journalist. She lives near San Francisco with her husband and their 18-year-old
son Ryan.

The Worl dds Holiest City

Jerusalem is venerated by Jews, Christians, and Muslims. The city is revered by the faithful from all over the
world, yet it is the scene of deep and long-standing conflict engendered by seemingly irreconcilable differ- 4
ences. It has been conquered and rebuilt again and again over a history that stretches back more than three ~ JERUSALEM
thousand years. 'S ]

In her book, Jerusalem (956.94 ARMS), Karen Armstrong recounts the history of the holy city and probes the
influences of the three faiths in shaping events from the time of King David to the present bullet-ridden Arab-
Israeli conflict.

Ms. Armstrong has written a dozen books on religion and has also been instrumental in the production of sev-
eral television documentaries.

Israel

== lIsrael commands the world’s attention out of all proportion to its small size. Ever since the Romans destroyed
_ the Second Temple in AD 70, Jews prayed for a return to Zion. Their efforts to claim their ancestral home and
build a new nation laid the ground work for conflict up to the present.

A distinguished historian, Martin Gilbert, recounts the story of the land and its people in Israel: A History (256.94
GILB). His account begins with the efforts by Jews in Russia and Europe in the late 19" century to establish a
homeland in Palestine and continues the story through the formation of Israel as an independent nation and the
_ continuing conflict between Israel and its Arab neighbors.

Martin Gilbert

The Importance of Forgiveness

Forgiveness Is a Choice (155.9 ENRI) is a self-help book for people who have been hurt by another and are
caught in a storm of anger, depression, and resentment. The author, Robert D. Enright, encourages readers to
confront and let go of their pain in order to regain their lives.

FORGIVENESS
SA CHOICE

Prof. Enright is the creator of the nation’s first scientifically proven forgiveness program. He emphasizes that
forgiveness, approached in the correct manner, benefits the forgiver far more that the forgiven. He recalls the
New Testament story of the prodigal son who squanders his inheritance then comes crawling back to his fam-
ily. To his surprise, his father welcomes him home with love despite his failings. He cites similar stories from
the Old Testament, the Koran, and other religious works.

The author is a professor of psychology at the University of Wisconsin.

--Maxine and Chuck Leslie

M~
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Welcome, New Members!
Sunday, March 6th

Dr. Tom Clark

Kurt& Paulette Jones
Lillyanna & Joshua

John & Brandi McGlothin
Kameron & Rachel

SALVATIONARMY FOOD PANTRY~

DoNATIONITEMfor April:

‘ CANNED MEAT PRODUCTS Tuna, Salmon, Chicken, Spaghetti Sauce with
CHIU Meat, chili with Meat, etc.

Please place donations in the cart in the Fellowship Hall!

Thanks so much. Your generosity really makes a difference
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Community Lenten Serviceessesdes

: HENRI J. M. NOUWEN
Gethsemane United Methodist Church Life S
1201 W. McGalliard Road Daily Lenten '

Wednesdays, noon to 12:30 pm S eEions Besa)

Theme: 0The Last Week ophthelwhtifigs df |
April 6 Andrew Draper, OThe Day of HeigMJNgs h i
Urban Light Community e
Church

Available now

April 13 Father Chris Weldon,0 The New Commandment ¢

St. Francis Catholic We are happy to

Church offer you this _
Lenten Devotional

Good FridayiNoon Good Friday Service at First Baptist Churcfuide published by

F 3 C \Y Niz
April22 featuring Masterwor ks C;télgﬂsﬁ)ocrr‘;:%{“g’arg

Requiem ish at no charge to you. The booklets are avail-
able at the information desk and outside the
Lunch catered by Mancinod §h“r05‘\ff"‘§-iOFT%&’RP'X'jé'mEqd’éolp'anSWﬁ’ ng
$5 contribution requested from anyone staying for luncHY & your convenience and pick up a copy.

R e e D e e e D T el

e

Holy Week
Services

M
M
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i
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f
B
B
B
B
&

==

Palm Sunday, April 17 th
8:30 & 11:00am Worship Service

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Thursday, April 21 st

6:00pm Carryn Dinner
7:15pm Maundy Thursday Service
(at First Pres)

Easter Sunday, April 24  th

8:30am Easter Praise & Worship Service
9:45-10:45am Continental Breakfast
11:00am Combined Worship Service§

9]
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N Yo Adult Ministry
C/*(BJ ()/‘

g Luncheon

’ Wednesday, April 20th

~ A Note from Ministry Guild-

S—

12 Noon
Conrad Lane, our favorite movie reviewer, When you bring a dish to a church carry-in,
will present please leave your serving spoon (or what-

ever) at home . We have plenty of them
now, and you wonoét hka
after a dinner. Thank you!

OEarly Television Cpmeb

All are invited and urged to come for a fun time!
Come and bring a friend or two or more.

Cost is $3.00 per person.

Please call the church office (289-4431) by April 18th
to make your reservation!

Questions? Call Pastor Carrie Jo. YOUth ReCOgnition
Sunday
N May 22, 2011
Liturgists Needed

- Graduating high school seniors &

If you would be willing to serve as a litur- 2nd graders will be recognized

gist during a Sunday morning service,

please sign up on the poster behind the Look for more information in
information desk. next mont hos Col umns!
Ladies ~

QJ\ ZUMBA & ZUMBA GOLD
BEGIN WEEK OF APRIL 4th!

2UmBA
ZUMBA 1 Wednesdays at 9:00 am & 5:15 pm
(I hr.) 1 Fridays at noon
ZUMBA GOLD 1 Wednesdays at 4:30 pm
(35 min.) 1 Fridays at 11:15 am

Have some fun getting in shape and enjoying fellowship at the same time! Cost is $3 per class or
$25 for 10 classegiour first class is free Comfy shoes and workout clothes are all you need.
Meets in Youth Hall. Bring a friend! Contact Patricia Painter ¢8825) with questions.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
2011 GISHLER
GOLF OUTING
~ Sunday, Aug. 21, 2:00 pm ~

Men’s Fellowship

SATURDAY, APRIL 9TH
S:00 - 9:00 am
Coffee, Donuts & Juice will be served.

ALL men are welcome!

Plan to stay afterwards and help with
Grounds Clean-Up!

benefiting the Gishler
College Scholarship Fund

April Stephen Ministry
Supervision Meeting Dates:
April 12 & 13 at 4:30 pm

-SPRING CLEAMNIP PARTY

Saturday, April 9th9:00 am
First Presbyterian Grounds Committee will once again sponsor the ALL CHURCH GROUNDS CILEARARTY
All churchgoers are encouraged to come and join in the fiMe will work together to prepare our landscaped

beds for spring. We always have a great time working together and the result is incredible.

Tasks which need to be done along with suggested equipment are as follows:

1 Weeding where necessary

1 Remove leaves from under shrubs
(Trash bags will be provided)

1 Mulch flower beds

1 Sweep curbs & gutters

NB

ag9b

AT @2dz | FGGSyRAY 3

1 Gloves (all tasks)
1 Your favorite weeding tools

1 Leaf blower
1 Leaf vac
1 Leaf rake

1 Wheelbarrow
1 Snow shovels work well

{1 Push broom

1 Regular broom
{ Flat shovel

{1 Bucket

If you have questions, please call Mike Grandison (759-6160).
0dKS

adyQa cSttzg
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ronpres@sbcglobal.net
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Easter

Lilies

As in previous years you have the opportunity to order
lilies for Easter Sunday, April 24th, in honor or in memory
of someone dear to you. The flowers may be taken
home with you after the Easter service.

Cost is $12 each.

Orders must be received by the
church office by Thursday, April 7, 2011!

To order, please place a completed form and payment
in the offering plate or send it o the church office at
1400 West Riverside Ave., Muncie IN 47303.

EASTER LILY ORDER FORM
(please print)

Quantity ordered: X $12 each = Total due $

Date pd: Amt pd: Check #

In loving memory of:

In honor or celebration of:

Given by:




