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0The Ministry of Affirmat

The recent death of our good friend and church Elder, Jim Amos, has caused me to
ponder lately the value of affirmation in our everyday interactions with others. A
good word, a kind word, an encouraging word can be helpful, healing and in some
cases transformative. All around us are opportunities for positive affirmation of oth-
ers.

Letds begin with family. Do your
something positive and good? Does your sp
are beautifuldé é o0You make my I|life special
spouses has become open criticism with little evidence of loving, supportive and kind
interaction.
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How about strangers? Jim Amos was a master of finding good in everyone and tell-
ing them up front. To a new nurse € o0You
a stranger 0 What great tie, beauti ful
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Often Jimbés comments opened the door for de
never failed to share his love of Jesus Christ. His loving, affirming ways made Jesus

real because we could see the hospitality and welcoming spirit of Jesus in Jim.

Yes, | believe in the ministry of affirmation. It builds people up and it builds up the
body of Christ. And, to be sure, | will miss Jim in the narthex every Sunday follow-
ing worship telling me that my sermons are getting better every week!

Faithfully,

(o, Tayln

Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly endless.
Mother Theresa
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The More | Lear n, The More | Re a

This past January | began pursuit of a Doctor of Ministry in Congregational Revitalization at the University of
Dubuque Theological Seminary. Every year for three years | will engage in the following sequence:

January through May & read a bunch of books
Last two weeks of May & discuss readings on campus with Dmin cohort professors and students
June through October & write a fifty page paper on the topic for the year

After three years of reading, seminars and papers, | will begin my final thesis, which typically takes a year to
write. Am | a glutton for punishment? Not really.
would be to stay in school indefinitely! However, c
really living. The apostle Paul put it this way:

oKnowl edge puffs up, but | ove builds up.©o 1 Cori

The unique schedule of the Doctor of Ministry program allows for me to put into practice what | discover during my
studies. In fact, most seminaries will not permit Dmin candidates to enroll if they are not serving in a ministry
setting. The whole point of a Dmin is to share with others what God imparts to me as | study.

Soé. what am | studying?

The title of my particular degree program is  One From Two: Teaching and Preaching the Christian Bible of Old
and New Testaments. Sounds pretty basic, right? The emphasis is on the unity of scripture in the person and work
of Jesus Christ. We discuss how the truth of the gospel is revealed in Christ in both testaments. What is different
about this course of study is its focus on the Bible
tion. Many bible scholars of the last two centuries have sought to understand the Old and New Testaments using
what is known as the historical/critical method. These gifted men and women have used every means at their dis-
posal to probe Godoés word, | ooking for meaning in bi
literature, biblical archaeology, form criticism, etc. A common assertion made by those who pursue biblical studies
in this way is that we cannot really know what scripture means without taking it apart, without understanding
what 6s behind the text. Because there are so many a
ture, a proponent of the historical/critical method would refrain from attempts to view scripture as a unified story.

By contrast, a biblical theologian (as opposed to an Old Testament theologian, a Jewish scholar, or a New Testa-
ment/Greek specialist) finds the meaning of scripture rooted and revealed solely in the person of Christ. This de-
gree program is a search for the good news of the gospel revealed not only in the four books in the New Testament
by that name, but in every book of both testaments. The cohort is using a canonical approach. We ask questions
about how the scriptures came to be, who made decisions about what was ultimately to be included in the canon
and more importantly, why. We are exploring how the
ment, and the gospels and letters that eventually comprised the New Testament, inform our faith, worship and
discipleship today.

This yeard6s theme is Canon and Covenant. The cohort
ments, and exploring what it means when we say the Church is a covenant community. If you are interested in
learning more, | would be delighted to talk with you. In truth, | am looking for a group of folks who would be will-
ing to serve as my congregational resource team. We
want to meet more often. Your task as a member of that team would simply be to offer prayer support for me, and
to learn as much or as Il ittle as youdd |ike to about

I look forward to sharing more with all of you as | continue to engage this material and write my paper. Thank you
for supporting me in this significant calling. My hope is that we will be revitalized together.

In Christ,

Pastor Dave
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Fall Programming for Adults

Wednesday Evenings &

Discipleship Bible Study: The Gospel of Luke
(Led by Bob Wauzzinski)

This fall we will begin a study of the gospel of Luke and we
will begin with something new. Now we will feature a
ocourse within a course. 6
troduction of approximately four to six weeks featuring an
overview of the gospel. After this we proceed to drink
deeply from this well of salvation. Bible study begins on
Wednesday, September 8th

The gospel of Luke is written to help us grow in the cer-
tainty of faith through the use of eye -witness accounts of
the life and ministry of Jesus. Luke was a well -educated
man, sensitive to both the Jewish and especially the Gen-
tile worldview. He writes with clear, crisp, focused lan-
guage painting, nevertheless, perhaps the most breathtak-
ing story of who Jesus was and is what he intended to ac-
compl i sh. Of particular re
treatment of the importance of money. Whether you are
curious, a hungry believer, or an established pilgrim, you
will grow as a result of this gospel of our Lord.

Sunday Mornings ¢é

Beginning September 12th two classes will be offered for
adults on Sunday mornings from 9:45 -10:30.

Living Out the Red Letters

(Led by Pastor Dave in t

In many bibles, the words of Jesus are printed with red

ink. Living out the red letters means asking questions like
oOWhat did Jesus say about
the environment, politics,
ing to the good news as we make choices and take action
each day. In this class we will listen to what Jesus said
about a different topic each week and share in a group dis-
cussion. Feel free to drop in any time or join us for every
class!

Mariners:  Understanding &
Coping with Suffering
(Led by Bob Wauzzinski in the Fellowship Hall)

Premature death, two major world wars, the slaughter of
innocents, Christian indifference to suffering, a Holocaust,
raging greed and injustice. The list of pain and suffering
sadly can go on almost indefinitely. How can we call God
loving and all -powerful in the face of such monstrous evils?
How can God seemingly sit idly by as the world and espe-
cially His people suffer these brutalities? Moreover, how
can we cope when our lives occasion such suffering? These
are the kinds of questions we will attempt to wrestle with

in this course. This course, like Discipleship Bible Study,

will feature a four to six week introduction. Be prepared

to feel and experience deeply!

Friends needed

Qualifications _:

Must know how to be a friend and encourage, throw a

ball, swing on swings, read, color, draw, make puzzles,

assist with some homework
Thatbéesa weodwilishamer aabdi

Part -time :

One hour per week at school with future opportunities
to befriend your child and his or her family outside of
school.

Salary :

0Serve whol eheartedly as
not people, because you know that the Lord will re-
ward everyone for whatev

| e9&hce for us now is Luke

Bonuses

smil es,
best friend.

Every week:
OYoudre my

hugs

o}

Of course, itds Kids
Hope Mentors and subs |
what a great job it is.

h efor $erwim&\rgocgssfor qg%i%cming second -graders in
the fall. Come join our group. Interested? Email Car-
rie Jo at carriejolstpres@sbcglobal.net.

S

Marty Kendrick, Jan McCune, Janie Miller, Patricia
Painter, Marilyn Quick, Jerry Rushton, Pat Zeabart
Subs: Olga Butler, Jan Marsh, Jean McCauley, Judy
McFarland, Cathy Nauman, Carol Pyle, Nannette
Rushton.

Some of our mentors doing
they

what do best é
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I'am the vj é, youv‘a}e e .
Those Branches Upcoming Events

Bear mudh To glorify God, Branches O0&activities provide education, fellowship, mission, stewardship, and wor-
= S8 ship experiences for all junior high and senior high students. All gatherings are from 5:00 to 7:00
You Canﬂ‘,ﬂ’ pm at the church unless otherwise noted and will usually include dinner (bring $$ to help defray

othing. = = meal costs). Always check your email for more details and last minute changes. I f | donédt
your email address, please send itto cathy@firstpresmuncie.org .
August 22: Gishler Mini Golf Outing - 2pm at Lyndenbrook Falls Miniature Golf. Tickets are available at church
(%3 for children; $5 for adults).
August 29: Morning: Combined worship service at 10am followed by a carry  -in dinner.
Vinedressers Open House: We will meet at the garden at 5pm to set up for an all  -church open house at
the garden. The open house will be from5:30 -6 : 30 . Everyone is invited to
Vinedressersodé6 efforts. The garden is just west of
First Merchants bank lot on the corner.
September 5:  Labor Day weekend (no meeting) AP Bible Study will resume this fall.
, . Watch for more details!
September 12:  We will shop for goodies for our college care
packages. Welcome incoming 6th graders! WHAT IS AP BIBLESTUDY???
September 19:  Meet at the church to assemble college care Who:  High school and middle school students
packages. What:  Dinner and Bible study
When: Wednesday evenings, 5:00 to 7:00
September 26:  Meet at the church to assemble 100 sack lunches Where: Conference room
for Harvest Soup Kitchen. Why: Because Sunday schooll
October 3: Crop wal k, Morrowds Meadol— —
Vinedressers
The Vinedressers are hosting a garden open house. Everyone is invited
to come see our garden plot and the o0f
= 1 he open house will be from 5:30 to 6:30 pm on Sunday, August 29. The
garden is just west of the corner of Jackson and Nebo. You can park in the
|| First Merchants bank lot on the corner.
l} The mission of the Vinedressersisto capi t ali ze on Godd&s ¢
weather, and utilize our God -given talents to provide fresh produce for our
church family and those in our community less fortunate than we. The
Vinedressers are under the direction of Mike McCauley.
Our heirloom tomatoes are just beginning to ripen. V]

The proceeds from our harvest will go to the First Presbyterian Church account at Second Harvest Food
Bank. Together, we have generated $950 for Second Harvest Food Bank!

Thank you, in advance, for supporting this youth mission project.
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Reflections from our recent youth mission trip to

Presbyterian Camps, Saugatuck, Michigan

From God Squad 1
(Jack Alexander, Erin Bretz, Han Chang, Lucas Clay
Mackenzie Clinger, Noah Dale Alexa Voss):

Every mission trip is full of surprises. We, as youth
missionaries, never really know what to expect. Last
year, we also traveled to Michigan but were a part of
many different churches all sent to Camp Greenwood
for a week of humbling service. Our team was divided
to work on lots of miscellaneous projects. But here, in
Saugatuck, we were granted the opportunity to spend
the entire week together! The opportunity to work in
close proximity to our brothers and sisters, in Christ,
was truly a blessing.

We spent our work week (Monday -Thursday) painting
cabins. Painting, especially for four straight days, was
somewhat of a tedious venture. However, seeing pro-
gress unfold before our eyes (quite rapidly to say the
least) is quite an awesome feeling. By the conclusion of
Thursday, we had painted 4 sizeable cabins. 4 cabins
in 4 days ! Quite the accomplishment!

When we werendt painting,
lowship, around a camp fire and on the shore of Lake
Mi chi gan. We coul dnodt
or a lovelier camp! The staff was gracious in providing
us with tools and quality food! Delicious though it was;
larger portions would not have been frowned upon! We
worked up quite an appetite.

As another summer passes, so did another successful
mission trip. As a group we feel truly blessed with the

have

ries. The teapot song, Joe Eskew's piggy -back rides,
the ceremonial disposal of a pair of shoes, Dan &
Thea's surprise anniversary dinner, and the endless
amounts of painted clothing all contributed to an un-
forgettable trip!

From God Squad 3
(lan Bretz, Megan Brown, Jessica Burkey, Joe Eskew,
Jackson Scheib, Lauren Simmons, Spencer Varner):

On the commencement of thine mission trip, June 27,
2010 year of our Lord, the Presbyterians started the
cars which God hath provided and embarked on the
strenuous journey to the land of Saugatuck. The male
and female tribes set up their respective dwellings and
there was much rejoicing. Upon mornings break,
Godds | ight shone favorabl
beach. They worshipped thy Lord upon the flaming
altar of the hill. Following morning feast, the tribes
took to thine labors, scraping the faded paint which
rendered thy buildings impure. With holy hearts and
joyful spirits, the Presbyterians anointed the buildings
with glorious tones of red, sage, beige, and blue. On
vthe folgtip dayy they completed therfeurth baoildifigerhd -
saw that is was good. Thine pleasures of the Presbyte-
rians vkase rdet y a feastan célabratior of @an, sogs eft t
Russell, and Thea, from the house of Buckles, and
their 25 years of holy matrimony. The glorious feast
included a fatted calf. When the time came for them to
flee from the land of Saugatuck to thine native land of
Muncie, there was weeping and gnashing of teeth.

But, upon arriving to thine homeland, the Presbyteri-
ans rejoiced and gave praise to the Lord.

opportunity to work for others. Thanks to all who
made it possible; our chaperones, our parents, our
church, and our God. We feel profoundly blessed.

From God Squad 2
(Amanda Brown, John Burkey, Won Chang, Elijah
Dale, Amber Pretzsch, Mya Scheib, Betsy Varner:

On this year's mission trip, we worked hard and
played hard every day! During the day we spent our
time painting cabins and an office building. We were
able to finish four buildingsin four days! After our
day's labor, we relaxed on the beach and enjoyed the
beauty of God's creation on Lake Michigan. It was dur-
ing these times of fellowship and our group -led wor-
ship services that we made our many lasting memo-

ng



