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A new and controversial book, Baitle Hymn of
the Tiger Mother by Amy Chau, has not only
raised eyebrows and a little anger but also set
off a rigorous national conversation about how
we raise and educate our children. But it oc-
curs to me that the conversation has really
been about a deeper issue, a fundamental is-
sue — namely, what is the purpose of a human
life? What is my purpose? Your purpose? In
other words, what are people for?

Chau’s philosophy, expressed in the way she is
preparing her daughter for life in the adult
world, is that striving for and achieving excel-
lence, being the best, being better than every-
one else, is what her daughters are for. And
so she forced her 7-year-old Lulu to practice
her violin for hours right through dinner into
the night, with no breaks for food, water, bath-
room until she could play “The Little White
Donkey” perfectly. On the Today show, she
said that many Asian parents are shocked at
how much time American parents allow their
kids to waste on Facebook or playing video
games. In fact, the same week the book was
published, a report from The International

Student Assessment was released

that ranked American students

What 17th in reading, 23rd in science,
are and 31st in mathematics.

people

fore But it’s the underlying question

that intrigues me: What are peo-

ple for? The meaning Jesus gives
to the human life is radically different from
what the world relentlessly tells us. You and I
are not ultimately defined by how much we
have — how much wealth, power, and influence
we've accumulated. We're not defined by how
beautiful or handsome or successful we are, or
how good our grades are. We're defined finally
by how well we love.

You’'re Blessed Indeed!

First Presbyterian Church
February 2012

You are blessed, Jesus said, when you love
enough to become poor in spirit; when you are
willing to experience the pain and grief that
are a part of loving. You are blessed when you
hunger and thirst for righteousness — that is,
when you're so passionate about justice and
fairness in the world that you can taste it.
You are blessed when you
speak up and vote and

invest your resources in Jesus dldniT
causes that bring peace to want his
the world even in the face  friends fo miss
of derision and insult. their lives so
The distinguished novel- He fold Thgm
ist, the late Walker Percy, what recnllln‘e

looks like.

wondered if it is possible
for people to miss their
lives in the same way one misses a plane, and
describes a man who not once in his life had
allowed himself to come to rest in the quiet
center of himself, not once had been present to
his life. So his life passed as a dream.

Jesus didn’t want his friends to miss their
lives so He told them what real life looks like.

He wanted them to know the truth. He didn’t
want them to sell out to half-truths, no matter

how immediately attractive, so He told them
God’s truth.

He didn’t want them to waste their one and
only life, and so He said,

Blessed are the poor in spirit...the
meek...the merciful...

May we not forget the intriguing truth Jesus
told his friends one day and tells us today:
“Blessed are you indeed...”

With great love as your pastor,

fa Ty
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Thank You, Thank You...from the Mission Team

“The Mission Team is a busy committee but a very rewarding part of membership of
First Presbyterian Church. We do great things with the budget allotted us. In 2011 FPC
provided nearly $90,000 to missions in our community, nationally, internationally, and

countless volunteer hours. We must not forget the impact that our youth (Branches)
has on our mission work—they are very willing hands, hearts and muscle, and seem to
enjoy their involvement. We always welcome new members from the congregation to

join us. The above report is only a beginning of what we can do together.”

Joyce Beck ended her Mission Team report for First Presbyterian’s 2011 Annual Report with this paragraph. Please
read the whole report which sums up so well what the Mission Team does and has done. There are more Annual
Reports available in the church office.

Thanks to all who supported our Christmas Giving Tree. Besides all the wonderful gifts, beautifully wrapped by all
of you, we received a total of $5,216.00 in monetary gifts. $2,795.00 was contributed to Heifer Project which helps
families around the world. $2,421.00 went to A Better Way, Christian Ministries, Habitat Humanity, MOMS, Mun-
cie Mission, Rebuilding Together, Salvation Army, Second Harvest Food Bank and the Stepping Stone Project.

Here are “Thank you’s” and stories of grateful recipients:

To All,

Cindy Julian and | delivered food and gifts to the C. H. family. She works in a group home on weekends and
we made arrangements to deliver things to her there. At Thanksgiving, we acknowledged that we didn’t get to
meet her children. She wanted us to see them and promised to bring a photo for us. Sure enough, when we deliv-
ered her things today, she proudly “introduced” us to her three beautiful sons by giving us a photo.

She was so grateful for our help this Christmas and Thanksgiving. | was touched by her—and thought you
would like to know of these children who will benefit from the work of the church.

Thanks, Polly Spengler

IN B s s Thank you for last year’s gift (pots and pans)
N @ POR Adult MlIllStI‘y and this year’s Walmart gift card. How special your
@i‘é) e Luncheon thoughtfulness is for all of us at the YWCA. Many thanks
(M ) again and again.
' Join us for lunch _Jo.
on Wednesday, February 15
12 noon Dear Friends,
in Fellowship Hall Thank you for your recent generous gift to help
our hungry and homeless neighbors. You are helping us
speaker: Dr. Woody Noblift bring hope to so many suffering people throughout this

holiday season. As you know, safe shelter can mean
more than just a bed and pillow. Here at the Mission, we
provide spiritual shelter as well, which can be the first
step toward a new life for a lost and lonely soul. And
this is only possible because of your support! Thank you
again, from the bottom of my heart for reaching out and

Please call the office (289-4431) to make giving @ home to our struggling neighbors.
reservations by February 13. Sincerely, Ray Raines

Topic: “Board Games—Early American”

Everyone—young, old and, in between—
is invited fo join us for the program and lunch
($3.00 per person)

(continued next page)
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Dear First Presbyterian Church,

A Better Way thanks you very much for your dona-
tions in December 2011. Your strong support is vital to sus-
taining services for abused women. We are extremely grate-
ful for your concern and compassion for people in need in
our community.

—Keith Doudt

<Mark Your Calendar!

Progressive Dinner * Friday, March 2!

Look for details by e-mail and on Sundays in February

2 large homes & other host homes needed + contact
church office to host

COLLEGE NEWS

from Kirk Johnston, Campus Pastor

Calling All College Students! We have a new Sunday
School Class being held at 10 am in Kirk's office
(second floor, diagonally across from church office).
We will be looking at various spiritual practices from
the book An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown
Taylor. There will be a few copies to share on Sunday
mornings but if you are interested in this class please
consider purchasing this book to have in your collec-
tion. It is worth reading cover-to-cover and over
again.

Other news from Campus Ministry: We have several
college students headed to The Jubilee Conference in
Pittsburgh on Feb. 17-19. Please keep them in your
prayers as they travel and explore how to take their
faiths into their careers. Look for a report back from
our college students on this conference at the end of
February.

Grace and Peace,

Kirk

More Thank-You’s!

Thank you to all Presbyterians
who prepared and served
meals at the Christian Minis-
tries Sleeping Room from
January 8 to 14. Our church
members were a great help to
the Christian Ministries staff.
Their guests appreciated the
warm, cooked breakfasts and
dinners.

Thank you to everyone

in the Branches

youth group

for doing mission work

on Martin Luther King Day
with Rebuilding Together.
Thank you for getting your
hands dirty and working hard
to improve a home.

—Michelle Kaitchuck

First Presbyterian Church
1400 W. Riverside Ave.

Muncie IN 47303

Phone: 765-289-4431

Fax: 765-289-4486

www firstpresmuncie.org

———

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES:

8:30 a.m.—Contemporary Service (Sanctuary)
11:00 a.m.—International Service (Chapel)
11:00 a.m.—Traditional Service (Sanctuary)

The Rev. Dr. Ronald Naylor, Senior Pastor
ronpres@sbcglobal.net

The Rev. Dr. MyungKu Lee, Associate Pastor
ninebrights@hotmail.com

Pastor Carrie Jo Miller, Commissioned Lay Pastor
carriejo1stpres@sbcglobal.net

Cathy Alexander, Youth Director
cathy@firstpresmuncie.org

Kirk Johnston, Campus Pastor (part-time)
kjohnston@firstpresmuncie.org

Lisa Ulrich, Business Administrator
lisa@firstpresmuncie.org

Jane Smith, Administrative Assistant
jsmith@firstpresmuncie.org
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Branches’ Upcoming Events

for more details and last minute changes.
cathy@firstpresmuncie.org.

. To glorify God, Branches’ activities provide education, fellowship, mission, stewardship, and wor-
: = ship experiences for all junior high and senior high students. All gatherings are from 5:00 to 7:00
L pm at the church unless otherwise noted and will usually include dinner. Always check your email
If I don’t have your email address, please send it to

February 5

February 7 (Tues.)

February 11 (Sat.)

Super Bowl Sunday

Super Bowl subs in the morning
and Super Bowl party in the eve-
ning: We’ll be assembling subs
during the first service. Please
arrive at 8:00. This is a fund-
raiser for youth trip(s), so please
make every effort to participate
if you plan to go on a trip(s).
Would anyone like to host a Su-
per Bowl party in the evening?

AP Bible Study (new day and
new time!)

Join us as we study Revelation on
Tuesdays from 4:00 to 6:00!

Walk a Mile

We’'ll meet at the church @ 8:30
am for the Walk A Mile fund-
raiser for the Muncie Mission.
Start collecting your pledges
now! Bring money for breakfast
afterwards.

February 12

February 14 (Tues.)

February 19

February 21 (Tues.)

February 26

February 28 (Tues)

No meeting

AP Bible Study (new day and
new time!)

Join us as we study Revelation on
Tuesdays from 4:00 to 6:00!

Mystery Night!
Watch for details.

AP Bible Study (new day and
new time!)

Join us as we study Revelation
on Tuesdays from 4:00 to 6:00!

No meeting (Confirmation Re-
treat)

AP Bible Study (new day and
new time!)

Join us as we study Revelation on
Tuesdays from 4:00 to 6:00!

MISSION

) |
N
I

you are the branches.

because apart from me

BRANCHES: IF YOU WILL BE IN MUNCIE FOR SPRING BREAK (March 26-

30 for Muncie, Delta, Cowan, and Yorktown schools) AND WOULD LIKE TO
SPEND A COUPLE OF DAYS TOGETHER DOING LOCAL MISSION, LET THEA

KNOW!
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NEW DAY & TIME FOR
AP BIBLE STUDY!
// Join us on Tuesdays from 4:00 to 6:00 pm!

What is AP Bible Study??77??

=~

Who: High School and middle school students

What: Bible study (and snacks!)

When: Tuesday evenings, 4:00 - 6:00 pm (check
your e-maill)

Where: Conference Room (or Sr. High Room)

Why: Because Sunday School isn’t enough!

e MOUND RIDGE

Camp and Retreat Center

A Center of Miceion. Edueation and Hoepitality

- — - - - - -~ - - -~ |
Branches Summer Miggion Trip News!

Mark your calendars now for June 24-29, 2012. We will fravel to the Ozarks (Cook Station, Missouri) to
work at Mound Ridge Camp and Retfreat Center. In addition to “normal” camp work (clearing trails, etc.), we
will help build a "natural playground" and assist with a "summer food program" for the impoverished children
and youth in the community around Mound Ridge. Camp director Christy Foster writes: “I am really excited
about you all coming to Mound Ridge. You all will help make possible a long time vision and dream | have
had in regards to both projects.” Watch for more information and check it out: www.moundridge.org.

Confirmation Retreat

Members of the Confirmation Class (Theresa Bittermann, lan Bretz, Weston Clinger, lan Neff, Katie
Rogers, Owen Shrock, Allison Simmons, Sarah Stewart, along with chaperones, Dan and Cathy
Alexander) will participate in a Confirmation Retreat, February 24 - 26:

February 24

4:00 pm Leave from the church

6:00 Arrive at Beth El Zedeck, in Indy for Friday services

9:00 Arrive at Camp Pyoca, Brownstown, Indiana

February 25

All Day! Study and play at Camp Pyoca

February 26

9:00 am Leave Pyoca

11:00 Attend 11:00 service at Second Presbyterian Church, Indy

2:00 pm Arrive back in Muncie



http://www.moundridge.org

PAGE 6 THE COLUMNS FEBRUARY 2012

RS

Groups

2 ET
T RER o

*® Kiag are wiLd %
Calling all preschoolers & elementary students!
Letds get out of the

SERENGETI TREK!

Wednesdays, Feb. 1 through Feb. 29, 2012
5:00 to 5:25 Chadderds Adventur
5:30 to 6:00 Bible Expedition
6:00 to 6:30 Watering Hole (Dinner!) *

6:30 to 6:45 Mystery! * 55silly sanari
6:45 to 7:00 Closing * 29! See below..

Call289- 44310r email cathy@firstpresmuncie.org
to register!

A1

er

Feb.

Serengeti Trek willend witha Show!
W72 SR
Do you want to get really close to some amazing anima K N Wednesday, Feb. 29
Would you like to touch some of your favorites? = 6:00 - 7:00 pm
(1 hr show)

Then join us as we wrap up Serengeti Trek with a Silly Safaris Show! All are invited

Silly Safaris will bring a variety of animals—mammais, reptiles, birds, amphibians, and yes, BUGS. Amazon John and Coyote
Chris are lively, interactive characters who are warm, inviting, and playful. Children and volunteers join them on-stage in
games and various fun activities. Become a lizard, smell a ferret, hypnotize an alligator, and hug a rabbit. The trained ani-
mals always offer their best, and every audience responds as they share in the gift of interactive play.

A Silly Safaris Show is a high-energy and zany theatrical performance. You’ll see all the animals and everything they do.
Each animal, each game, every interaction teaches something simple about nature and the world around us. You’ll be hav-
ing so much fun you won’t notice that you’re learning facts about animals! Admission is free...join us!

Mark your calendars now for Skg VEBS é June 10 - 14 € where kids will
discover that by trustingGod, bs bovqef kd fp mlppf _iba

s

e s W LI j~"qgbo teLlvjfqfgbbaelltl vjl vqlhd itde " q
LI j~"gqgqbo t e” Nonmatterwhbr&yoadare..

unci e clol
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Overcoming the Daily Grind

Throw out the bucket list of

e once-in-a-lifetime experiences and start
\m%xi«»»\ilfﬁJ getting the most you can out of every
\< day, advises author Ann Voskamp. Her
book One Thousand Gifts (248.4 VOSK)
beckons you to leave the barren ground
of pride, fear, and anxiety and abandon
yourself to the God who overflows your
cup.

“How,” she asks, “do we find joy in the midst of
deadlines, debt, drama, and daily duties? What does a
life of gratitude look like when your days are gritty, long
and sometimes dark?” She herself found the answer in
praising and thanking God for the life she had, which en-
abled her to achieve the life she always wanted.

Ms. Voskamp and her husband are farmers in the
Mennonite region of Ontario, raising corn and a half-
dozen kids.

How a President Saved Football

Because of its prominence in
American culture, it may hard to imag-
ine that there was ever a time when the
game was new and when prominent
educators and others tried to outlaw it.
f But in the late 19™ century, football was
in its infancy and it was incredibly vio-
lent. At the time, protective equipment
was primitive and ineffective. Many players refused to
wear pads or helmets. The result was a rash of injuries
and deaths as the game spread among colleges and high
schools.

JOHN J. MILLER

Football might well have been abolished except
for the efforts of President Theodore Roosevelt. He ac-
knowledged the risks of playing football, but he was an

THE COLUMNS

advocate of “the strenuous life” and he believed that
football developed character.

In 1905, he summoned several prominent
coaches to the White House and persuaded them to
adopt new rules and make other changes to make the
game safer for players while preserving its manly essence.
The result was the formation of the National Collegiate
Athletic Association. Football not only was saved but was
transformed into the uniquely American game. This bit of
sports history is told in The Big Scrum: How Teddy Roose-
velt Saved Football (920 ROOS). The author is John J.
Miller.

Holy Humor

In Between Heaven and Mirth
‘ @ (248.8 MART), James Martin, a Jesuit
B ; priest, assures us that God wants us to
experience joy, to cultivate a sense of holy
humor, and to laugh at life’s absurdities —
~ not to mention our own humanity. Father
Martin invites believers to rediscover the
importance of humor and laughter in our
daily lives and to embrace an essential truth: faith leads
to joy.

Father Martin offers numerous examples of healthy hu-
mor and purposeful levity from Bible stories and from the
lives of saints and great spiritual masters. He is culture
editor of America magazine.

Viewing “The Help”

Recently one of the most widely
read books in the library has been The Help
(FIC STOC), the story of domestic servants
in the 1960s who work together on a writ-
ing project that reveals the difficulties they
face because of racism. The book has been
produced as a movie. Itis available in the church library
and can be found in the DVD collection under DVD 71.

Wednesday for this month.)

ﬂ '\ Stephen Ministry Supervision will be Wednesday, Feb. 8, and Tuesday, Feb. 14, at 4:30
w pm at the Kaitchuck home. (Note the location change and unusual timing of the second Tuesday and
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2012 at First Presbyterian

The Annual Meeting took place
on Sunday, January 15th, follow
ing the second service. At the
meeting, the proposed budget
for 2012 was approved and new
officers were elected. The Ses
sion met on Saturday, January
21st, and selected moderators
for the various committees that
carry out the business of the con-
gregation. Leaders for the com
ing year include those listed to

the right.

Many thanks to those officers
whose terms just ended, to all
those who are currently serving
in leadership roles, and to the
many who work behind the

SESSION
Moderator: Ron Naylor Clerk of Session: Clara Rice
CLASSOF 2012 CLASSOF 2013 CLASSOF 2014
Joyce Beck Steve Cooper Missy Arnold
Norm Beck Myron Earhart Ron Kaitchuck
Gloria Courtright Aileen Howard John Linder
Mike Grandison Richard Reedy Bill Rogers

Jung Soon Lee

Roger Sherwood

Jonathan Schmidt

Scott Shockley Christy Wauzzinski Julia Wadsworth
Allan Thomas

DEACONS
CLASSOF 2012 CLASSOF 2013 CLASSOF 2014
Jack Alexander Lee Ann Brown Olga Butler

Scott Brown
Aaron Burton
Doug Gehrke
Monte Needler
Charlie Sursa

Tony Yakos

Autumn Duncan
Pam Gehrke
Larry Strange
Claudia Sursa

Jennifer Williams

Barbara Dennis
Chris Hostetler
Mike McCauley
Suzanne Walker
Debbe Winkle

TEAM MODERATORS

Building: Allan Thomas

scenes to keep the church and fits Deacons:Aaron Burton

ministry programs running
smoothly.

Education: Christy Wauzzinski
Fellowship/Church Growth: Steve Cooper
Grounds: Mike Grandison

Ministry Guild: Muggs Gooden, Joyce Carmichael

Mission & Outreach: Julia Wadsworth
Personnel:Norm Beck

Stephen Ministry: Mary House, Ron Kaitchuck
Worship & Religious Arts: Aileen Howard



