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Star Followers 
“Arise, shine, for your light has come.”  - Isaiah 60: 1 

First Presbyterian Church 
January 2012 

I’m really excited about the New Year 2012.  I 

hope you are, too.  There’s a lot going on at First 

Presbyterian Church as we move forward 

into this next year.  New staffing, mis-

sion trips, an energy that is pervasive 

throughout the congregation.  Re-

cently Alan Thames, our Presbytery 

Executive, met with the Session, and 

his first words were, “This is one of 

the healthiest, strongest congrega-

tions in our Presbytery.”  We need to 

move from that strength and whole-

ness into a ministry in 2012 that 

builds up the Body of Christ. 

But I’m always amazed at how long it takes 

us to get ready for Christmas and how quickly 

it’s over.  We begin months in advance.  Signs of 

Christmas begin to appear in October, and by 

the time Advent arrives around the first of De-

cember things are in full swing.  And then some 

time during the day of December 25th, it col-

lapses like a giant balloon with the air sucked 

out. 

That’s not my favorite part of Christmas, frankly 

– that sudden collapse.  I don’t like dismantling 

the tree and all the decorations at home or in the 

sanctuary.  I’m much better at anticipating.  And 

I am anticipating a great year in 2012. 

One of my favorite moments and favorite Christ-

mas memories is that time on Christmas Eve at 

the end of the candlelight service when each per-

son in the sanctuary, which is quite full at that 

time, lights a small candle and then passes the 

light on down the pew to his or her neighbor.  

The darkened sanctuary fills with the most 

beautiful light, and up near the chancel I can see 

something that most of you can’t:  each face is 

shining.  The face of every man, woman, child is 

suddenly illuminated.  It literally shines, and it’s 

such a picture – a sanctuary full of beautiful 

shining faces. 

The Bible says that’s what happens when people 

encounter God:  their faces shine. 

“Arise, shine; your light has come,” the 

prophet Isaiah wrote.   But God was 

about to do a new thing to the exiles 

in Babylon at that time.  There’s 

light now in the darkness of their 

lives. 

And that is the message of Epiph-

any, the time after Christmas.  The 

time for faces to shine because we’ve 

seen a star.  2012 is a year First Pres-

byterian can and will make a difference 

in the lives of others.   

That’s what I hope we will do in this new year – 

that we will be a light in this city for inclusivity, 

for welcoming the stranger, looking for new ways 

to be the church in Muncie and beyond, trying 

things we’ve never tried before. 

For when the Magi saw the Child, everything 

changed for them.  They were transformed.  Star 

followers are people of relentless hope, striving 

for a world better than this one – a world God 

intends it to be, where justice and kindness and 

compassion are operative realities instead of 

power, prejudice, hatred and cruelty. 

Won’t you be a star follower in 2012, joining the 

ranks of this strong congregation as we expand 

our ministry, our hospitality, and opportunities 

for fellowship and spiritual growth for people of 

all generations? 

That’s what a church is:  a community of star 

followers whose shining faces reflect the star-

light of Bethlehem, the light that shines in the 

darkness, the light of Jesus Christ. 

With great love as your pastor, 
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“My Christmas memory is caroling. When I was thirteen years old, I went from door to door singing carols with 

my friends and Sunday school teachers from midnight to early morning. When we stopped by my home, my 

mom treated us with her special hot ginger tea. The tea kept us warm enough. I still miss my mom-made gin-

ger tea.”           — Min Kyoung 

Korean Christmas Memories 

         Adult Ministry LuncheonAdult Ministry LuncheonAdult Ministry Luncheon   
  

Join us for lunch 

on Wednesday, January 18  12 noon 

in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Dr. Marty Kendrick will present her adventures in 

Bolivia setting up plans for a Habitat Team to 

build there next fall. 
 

Everyone—young, old and, in between— 

is invited to join us for the program and lunch 

($3.00 per person). 
 

Please call the office (289-4431) to make 

reservations by January 16. 

Our Korean members certainly enrich our life together as the body of Christ. I asked my two Korean stu-

dents (who are studying English) to write about a Christmas memory. Both wrote charming vignettes about 

Christmas and caroling and agreed to share them. It’s fun to picture these two women as children caroling 

on the other side of the world. 

“Christmas was exciting when I was young and even 

now. When I was young, I started preparing for Christ-

mas a month earlier. We practiced dance, drama, 

choir songs and memorizing verses. We prepared very 

gladly, very happily. 

All of my family prepared busily for Christmas. My fa-

ther prepared the choir because he was the leader 

of the choir. My uncle was also busy because he was 

working on decorating the church. My brother, sister 

and I also practiced busily for each drama, Christmas 

carol and dance to announce the birth of Jesus 

Christ. 

One Christmas Eve night, all the church members 

gathered excitedly in preparation for the concert. 

However, my friend and I could not complete the 

show because there were so many people, and we 

were not familiar with the stage. We trembled and 

wobbled and so we came off the stage. But I can still 

remember the excitement. 

After the program we were split into groups like we 

were the Magi, (the three wise men from the East), 

and we bowed to Baby Jesus.  After that we went to 

church members’ houses to sing carols. I remember 

singing until the morning as a beautiful memory. Now 

the early morning carol singing is gone, but we still ex-

citedly celebrate the birth of Jesus.”  — Hye Ja Koh 

Introducing Kirk Johnston 

Campus Pastor 

 

At the November Session meeting, it was deter-
mined that we would call Mr. Kirk Johnston as Cam-
pus Pastor.  Kirk will work 20 hours per week and be 
present on Sunday mornings to teach a class for col-
lege students. 
 
Kirk is 29 years old and a graduate of McCormick 
Theological Seminary.  He has worked with young 
adults in Presbyterian Border Ministry in New Mex-
ico and also served as a Volunteer in Mission in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
Kirk is engaged to our own Kate Ester.  They will be 
married April 28, 2012. 
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SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES: 
  8:30 a.m.—Contemporary Service (Sanctuary) 
11:00 a.m.—International Service (Chapel) 
11:00 a.m.—Traditional Service (Sanctuary) 

The Rev. Dr. Ronald Naylor, Senior Pastor  

ronpres@sbcglobal.net 

The Rev. Dr. MyungKu Lee, Associate Pastor 

ninebrights@hotmail.com 

Pastor Carrie Jo Miller, Commissioned Lay Pastor 

carriejo1stpres@sbcglobal.net 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Wauzzinski, Parish Associate 

wabber15@aol.com 

Cathy Alexander, Youth Director 

cathy@firstpresmuncie.org 

Kirk Johnston, Campus Pastor (part-time) 

email pending 

Lisa Ulrich, Business Administrator 

lisa@firstpresmuncie.org 

Jane Smith, Administrative Assistant 

jsmith@firstpresmuncie.org 

First Presbyterian Church 
1400 W. Riverside Ave.  

Muncie IN 47303   

Phone: 765-289-4431 

Fax: 765-289-4486 

www.firstpresmuncie.org 

Dear Kids Hope Mentors and First Presbyterian Church 

members: 
 

We would like to express our appreciation for the won-

derful work you do with our students. Our stu-

dents love to spend time with their Kids 

Hope Mentors every week.  We would also 

like to extend our thanks for your gener-

ous support of our Christmas Gift Tree Pro-

gram. We feel very lucky to have been given the 

opportunity to partner with you so we could make a 

happier Christmas for many of our students. Thank you 

for providing gifts for 13 of our students at South 

View. 
 

We look forward to working with you in the 

future. 
 

Sincerely, 

Karen Elliott 

School Counselor, South View Elementary  

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, January 15, 2011 

@ 12:15 pm 

(following the 11:00 am service) 

Please plan to attend! 

Agenda items will include 

the proposed budget for 2012 

and the election of Elders and Deacons. 

Officer Training 

for continuing and new 

Elders and Deacons 
 

Friday, January 20, 6:00 pm 

and 

Saturday, January 22 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

    Thank you for your generous support of the  

Giving Tree. You provided gifts to 80 children  

  (20 families). And from all the beautiful wrap- 

ping, I know you did it joyfully.  

     Thanks also for the Salvation Army bell  
ringing (40 hours of it), and generous giving 

of monetary gifts to agencies we partner with  

and to the Heifer Project. (There’s still time to give! 

Write a check to First Pres with name of 

project or agency in memo line.) 

And thank you for supporting the church 

budget for mission which enables us to care for those in 

need who come to the church for help. Thanks again 

and again to a very giving congregation.  

—Carrie Jo 

Thank You 
for Giving! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=salvation+army+bell+ringers&view=detail&id=01895B0518162591D74BFFF22CC2048830CFD1E3&first=31&qpvt=salvation+army+bell+ringers&FORM=IDFRIR
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  Branches’Branches’  Upcoming  Events 

January 1, 2012  New Year’s Day - no meeting  

January 8  Job Jar Sunday 
We’ll take down the manger 
scene and do other jobs around 
the church. 

 

January 10 (Tues.) AP Bible Study (new day and 
new time!) 

 Join us now on Tuesdays from 
4:00 to 6:00! 

 

January 15  Annual Meeting 
 

January 15-16  Very Mini Mission  

 We’ll spend the night at the 
church on Sunday and work at 
one of our favorite agencies dur-
ing Martin Luther King Day.  
Watch for more details. 

 

January 17 (Tues.) AP Bible Study (new day and 
new time!) 

 Join us now on Tuesdays from 
4:00 to 6:00! 

 

January 22  Mystery Meeting 

   Watch for more details. 
 

January 24 (Tues.) AP Bible Study (new day and 
new time!) 

 Join us now on Tuesdays from 
4:00 to 6:00! 

 

January 29  Food Pantry Raid 
 We will visit church members’ 

homes to pick up food donations 
for Christian Ministries’ food 
pantry.  Bring money for fast 
food dinner.  

 

 

January 31 (Tues) AP Bible Study (new day and 
new time!) 

 Join us now on Tuesdays from 
4:00 to 6:00! 

 

February  5  Super Bowl Sunday 

 Super Bowl subs in the morning 
and Super Bowl party in the eve-
ning: 

 We’ll be assembling subs during 
the first service. Please arrive at 
8:00.  This is a fundraiser for 
youth trip(s), so please make 
every effort to participate if you 
plan to go on a trip(s).  Would 
anyone like to host a Super Bowl 
party in the evening? 

 

February 7 (Tues.) AP Bible Study (new day and 
new time!) 

 Join us now on Tuesdays from 
4:00 to 6:00! 

 

February 11 (Sat.) Walk a Mile  

We’ll meet at the church 8:30 
am for the Walk A Mile fund-
raiser for the Muncie Mission.  
Start collecting your pledges 
now!  Bring money for break-
fast afterward. 

 

February 12  No meeting 
 

February 14 (Tues.) AP Bible Study (new day and 
new time!) 

 Join us now on Tuesdays from 
4:00 to 6:00! 

To glorify God, Branches’ activities provide education, fellowship, mission, stewardship, and wor-
ship experiences for all junior high and senior high students. All gatherings are from 5:00 to 7:00 
pm at the church unless otherwise noted and will usually include dinner.  Always check your email 
for more details and last minute changes.  If I don’t have your email address, please send it to 
cathy@firstpresmuncie.org. 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me  you can do nothing.”         
             John 15: 5  

mailto:cathy@firstpresmuncie.org
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NEW DAY & TIME FOR 

 AP BIBLE STUDY!  
Join us on Tuesdays from 4:00 to 6:00 pm! 

 

What is AP Bible Study????? 

Who:   High School and middle school students 

What:   Bible study (and snacks!!) 

When:   Tuesday evenings, 4:00 - 6:00 pm (check 

your e-mail!) 

Where:   Conference Room 

Why:   Because Sunday School isn’t enough! 

 

Save th
e Dates in

 2012: 

May 6  
Youth Sunday; 

 
Recognition Sunday 

June 10-14 VBS 

June 24-30 Mission trip 

(tentative) 

 

 

 
 

Calling all preschoolers & elementary students! 
Let’s get out of the Muncie cold and join a 

SERENGETI TREK!SERENGETI TREK!  

Call 289-4431 or email cathy@firstpresmuncie.org 
to register! 

Wednesdays, Feb. 1 through Feb. 29, 2012 
 

5:00 to 5:25 Chadder’s Adventure Theater 

5:30 to 6:00 Bible Expedition  

6:00 to 6:30 Watering Hole (Dinner!) 

6:30 to 6:45 Mystery! 

6:45 to 7:00 Closing 

      Gj^dfkb hfap qorpqfkd Ela clobsbo     - - -     Reb phvïp qeb ifjfq! 
Mark your calendars now for Sky VBS ë June 10 - 14 ë where kids will dis-

cover that by trusting God, bsbovqefkd fp mlppf_ibã 

    Ll j^qqbo tel vlr ^obã 

         Ll j^qqbo elt vlr cbbiã 

            Ll j^qqbo te^q mblmib alã 

                           Ll j^qqbo te^q e^mmbkpã 

        No matter where you are... 

mailto:cathy@firstpresmuncie.org


Sunday Liturgists  

The pastors would like to involve 
more members of the congrega-
tion in our Sunday worship.  If 

you are willing to serve as a 
Scripture reader for a Sunday ser-
vice, please sign up on the poster 

behind the information desk. 
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We welcome children and families on Sunday mornings to First Presbyterian!  

Infants through 3 year olds receive child care and Christian nurturing in Room 101 with Marie Burkey and 

her helper throughout Sunday morning from 8:15 am to noon.  

   During Worship Services:  Childrenõs Worship Center  

Children 4 years old through 2 nd grade join their parents in the sanctuary for the beginning of worship and 

are dismissed with a leader for Childrenõs Worship Center.  Childrenõs Worship Center, held in Youth Hall, is a way to 

be in worship with young children.  It is a way that adults and children can grow in love for God and for one another.  

It uses storytelling as a primary means for encountering God, so God is experienced, not just learned about.  Children 

in the 3 rd  grade and older remain in worship with their parents.  

9:45-10:30 Sunday school for Children and Youth: 

Room 103:  4 year olds through 1 st  graders   Larry and Dagney Strange  

Room 104:  2nd, 3 rd , and 4th  graders    Jeff and Tracy Clinger  

Room 106:  5th  and 6th  graders    Christy Wauzzinski  

Room 105:  7th  and 8th  graders    Dan and Cathy Alexander  

Room 23 (on the stage):  9 th -12th  graders   Aaron and Jacqueline Burton  

Per Capita 

By the end of January, First Presbyte-
rian will be required to pay $32.78 
per capita to the Presbytery, based 
upon the membership of the congre-
gation (total due $23,044.34).  If you 
would like to help with this expense 
by paying your family’s per capita, 
please make your check payable to 
First Presbyterian and note “Per Cap-
ita” in the memo line.  

 

  

 

Do you have a hard time remember-

ing to bring your canned goods and 

other non -perishables to church for 

donation to the local food pantries?  

If so, Branches (our youth group) 
has a deal for you! 

Youth from Branches will be happy 

to come to your house on SUNDAY, 

JANUARY 29, 2012, BETWEEN 

5:00-7:00 P.M. to pick up your 

donations for Christian Ministriesõ 

food pantry. 

Sign-up sheets will be available at 

the information desk and outside 

the church office.  Completed forms 

may be placed in the offering plate or in Theaõs mail box.  Also, please 

provide the elementary school district you live in to help us plan 

òsmartó routes!   

Thanks for supporting this youth mission project!  
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  CHURCH LIBRARY NOTESé 
From Maxine and Chuck Leslie 

 

Confronting Sin 

 Author Jerry Bridges believes 
that as the newspaper headlines trum-
pet some obvious sinful behavior, 
readers may overlook the less obvious 
sins that mar their own lives.  In his 
book Respectable Sins (241.3 BRID) he 
challenges individuals to confront their 
own sins.  Among these sins are pride, 

selfishness, anger, and envy.  While these sins don’t 
often make the front page, he argues that they are 
nevertheless corrosive to the soul.  He advises harness-
ing the Holy Spirit to overcome sinful behavior. 

 The author is on the staff of the Navigators col-
legiate ministry.  A study guide is available to assist 
small group study of the book. 

 
Overcoming Defeat and Disappointment 

 In When Your Dreams Die 
(248.86 HEAV),  Marilyn Willett 
Heavilin offers a step-by-step plan to 
overcome disappointment and find 
strength and hope.  She defines grief 
as “the process of facing the death of 
a dream.” 

 Heartbreak is the natural consequence of di-
vorce, loss of a loved one, financial setbacks, a failed 
relationship, deteriorating health, or career failure.  As 
a remedy, Ms. Heavilin provides  hope and encourage-
ment in a biblically based renewal process.  It is a guide 
to letting go of grief, unforgiveness, and shattered 
dreams; launching out spiritually and emotionally in  

 

truth and in prayer; and living again with confidence – 
even when your dreams have died. 

 

Speaking the Truth 

 We live in an age of unbelief, 
according to Charles Colson, and he ar-
gues for a greater emphasis on God’s 
word.  His book Burden of Truth (1239 
COLS) is his challenge to Christians to 
look beyond popular assumption to dis-
cover the eternal truths of the Lord. 

 At the heart of the problems facing society to-
day is moral relativism, he believes.  The only founda-
tion for real morality is the truth as revealed in scrip-
ture. 

 Mr. Colson is chairman of Prison Fellowship 
Ministries.  In 1993, he received the Templeton Prize 
for Progress in Religion. 

 

Reforming the Reformed 

 Thirteen essays on church re-
newal make up Presbyterians Being Re-
formed: Reflections on What the Church 
Needs Today (285.137 BULL).  Contribu-
tors are Presbyterian leaders and are 
representative of a variety of view-
points and theological orientations.  
The book is recommended as a re-

source for individual and small-group study. 

 The book was edited by Robert H. Bullock Jr., 
retired editor of The Presbyterian Outlook. 

Stephen Ministry Supervision will be Tuesday and Wednesday, Jan. 10 and 11, at 4:30 pm at the 

House house.    
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  Sunday, February 5, 2012 

8ó sub for a freewill donation! 

BRANCHES is raising money to help fund this sum-

merõs mission trips.  Please help support the youth 

by ordering subs for Super Bowl Sunday!     

Itõs just this easy é 
 

1. Order subs by Tuesday, January 31, 2012. 
Only pre-ordered subs will be 

made. Complete one order form 

per sub.  Use/copy the form to the 

right or pick up forms at the infor-

mation desk and turn in or mail to 

the church office by January 31!   

2. Donations may be made when 

you pick up your subs in  

Fellowship Hall after church on 

Sunday, February 5th. 

** Complete one form per sub ** 

(Please Print) 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________ 

 

PHONE: __________________________________________ 

 

Check preferred pick-up time: 

 _____ 9:45 am  _____12:00 pm 

 

Circle your choices below: 

Select up to 4: 

Ham 

Turkey 

Roast Beef 

Swiss Cheese 

Hot Pepper Cheese 

American Cheese 

Select toppings: 

Lettuce 

Tomatoes 

Onions 

Dill Pickles 

Black Olives 

 


