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7he Clallnge of Our Dig

For Christians, there is no more central con-
cept to our faith than the idea of love, particu-
larly in the Gospel of John. John knew in a
very real sense that Christianity collides dra-
matically with the real-

ity of the human condi- | Oyve one
tion, as when we start
talking about love — another...

love for neighbor, love
for enemies, and perhaps the most difficult
challenge of all, love for one another.

John is a philosopher. He begins with a con-
cept, an idea to ponder — that in the beginning
was the Word. Then John makes a staggering
assertion: the Word became flesh. We believe
Jesus of Nazareth was the Word made flesh.

An idea that is unique to John in the Gospels
1s that the best, most accurate word to de-
scribe God — the God Jesus revealed — is love.
That’s new. God had otherwise been de-
scribed by words like “power”’, “majesty”,

&

“omnipotence”, “righteousness”; God had been
described as “creating”, “judging”, “punishing”.
John’s absolutely unique emphasis is that God
is love. As John’s story of Jesus moves toward
its conclusion, love emerges as the central
point, and, of course, Jesus expressed to His
followers that love and calls us to live that
love in the world today. And we know that’s a

challenge for us as individuals and the church.

The history of religion is the story of human
attempts to attach conditions to God’s love —
rules, regulations, rituals, traditions that will
make us feel that we do deserve God’s good
will. Surely you have to do something to re-
ceive God’s love. And the word here is, “Stop
it. Be silent. Quit objecting, and ponder the

amazing proposition that you are loved eter-
nally by the One who created you, the One
who died to show you that love.”

There is no ethical imperative in the fourth
Gospel —no “turn the other cheek”, no “walk a
second mile”, no “give your cloak away”. Just
this: “Love one another as I have loved you.”

It may be the most difficult thing He ever
asked us to do. And how are we to do it?

I believe the challenge of our day and genera-
tion is to come to terms with the love of God,
which was fully revealed in Jesus Christ.
That alone can make a difference in the way
we live our lives at home, at work, with
neighbors far and wide and close at hand.

Often we say, “Jesus died for our sins”, and it
is true. But this writer John says also He died
for love. He died

quite simply to show

... OS | hO\/e you how profoundly
you are loved. He is

|Oved yOU the Word made
flesh. He 1is the

Word of God. He is the word “love”. He is

these amazing words of God: “I love you. 1
want you to tell the world about Me by your
love, and when you are together, I want you to
be an institution — a church that loves the
world as I have loved you. I want you to live
in My love.”

That, my friends, is the challenge of our day.
It’s not easy. But love is never easy.

i sy
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Clarity

I have always liked the word clarity. It just seems, I don’t know, so...clear. Many times I have gone to the
Lord in prayer asking for clarity about a decision or a situation. We ask each other questions in order to clarify
each other’s understanding. I've come to believe that when people ask me lots of questions about something
I've said or done, it might be time to clarify. And some folks have been asking plenty of questions!

« . . .
in scripture is the phrase “personal relationship with Jesus personal relqtlonShlp with

Christ” ever written. This was one part of a sermon designed Jesus Christ”

to help us think bigger about several topics including heaven,
resurrection and salvation. I mentioned this truth to underscore our need to look beyond ourselves when seek-
ing understanding about salvation. In John 3:16, the gospel writer uses the Greek word kosmos, which we
translate as world. But that is really too small a word for God’s love and for salvation. God sent his son Jesus
Christ to save the cosmos; the whole universe. So salvation is more than you and me getting our tickets into a
beautiful afterlife. God plans to use believers to bring the message of salvation to all who will hear. So here is
the clarification. A personal relationship with Jesus Christ is very important! Because of this relationship, the
Holy Spirit lives within us, shaping, convicting, encouraging, gifting and sending us out to participate in God’s
plan for salvation. This relationship empowers us to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling and to
be witnesses to the world of God’s grace.

1 In a recent sermon I made mention of the truth that nowhere

. This spring I taught a class on spiritual gifts. Among many other things, we talked
2 evangellsm about specific spiritual gifts. One that came up was evangelism. In Ephesians 4,
evangelism is listed as one of five gifts given to equip God’s people for service. Paul
is clear in his letters that not everyone has every gift. If that is true, does it follow that not everybody is gifted
as an evangelist? And if that is the case, are you and I off the hook regarding sharing the gospel? What about
the great commission to go and make disciples? The need for clarity arises from our fuzzy definitions. An evan-
gelist is someone called by God to share the truth of the saving work of Jesus Christ on the cross and of his res-
urrection that brings eternal life to all who believe in him. Is Billy Graham better at it than you and me? Ab-
solutely. He is the prime example from 20th century America of an evangelist, gifted by God to proclaim the
gospel truth. But here is an important question to consider: Could Billy Graham have reached all the people
he has on his own? What if no one was ever invited to a Billy Graham crusade? What if local churches didn’t
advertise the events? You and I fulfill our calling to make disciples when we invite people to come and hear the
gospel, and then walk beside them after they have heard the good news. We may not all be gifted and called to
stand on a street corner or speak before thousands in a stadium, but we are all called to share what Christ has
done in our lives and invite people to hear the good news from those whom God has gifted for proclamation.

Pastor Ron made a statement in a recent sermon regarding «
Jesus’ words in John 14:6. He said, “I just know that every no one comes to
pastor I know who reads these words, ‘no one comes to the fa- the Father except by me”
ther except by me,” cringes a little bit by the way it sounds in
this context as opposed to how it probably originally was spoken and
heard by Jesus and his followers.” Let me clarify. I don’t cringe at those words. I believe them to be founda-
tional for the Christian faith and find them to be a great source of comfort.

know God go to heaven. I told her that in Romans 2 it says those who don’t know the law
will be judged by what is in their hearts. Then another girl asked if that meant being nice
to people gets one into heaven. I told her about Matthew 25 and how giving someone a drink is like giv-
ing Jesus a drink. What I should have told them both (I did go back the next night) is that the reason God made
us is not so we can die and go to heaven, but so we can get to know God right now. We do our children and our-
selves a disservice (not to mention the gospel) when we focus on getting to heaven. John 14:6 is about getting to
know God! And Jesus is the best and only way to do that!

I didn’t cringe at VBS, but I flinched. During Q&A, a young girl asked if people who don’t
4 heaven

One more thing. Clarity is a valuable commodity. Many of us seek it. But even more valuable than knowing ex-
actly what something means, or which decision to make, is to have faith. Jesus said that those who believe
without seeing are blessed. May we all be blessed with faith to believe the truth even when life isn’t clear.

—Pastor Dave
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Y our Mission Invitation

As we strive to serve our living Lord and
Savior, Jesus wants us to love our brothers and
serve them also. It is with this desire and passion
to serve Christ that for several years I have
watched members of our church Mission Team
serving others, especially less fortunate people in
need.

All of our mission team members started
somewhere with that first invitation or calling to
reach out and offer a talent or a gift to another.
As you grow i God's grace and as you realize His
many blessings with a thankful heart, please ac-
cept this invitation to participate in one of the
many First Pres. mission outreach opportunities.

This year the budgeted dollar amount
available to assist our community is $48,000,
$3,000 for National relief needs and $6,000 for
international mission efforts. The local mission
amount is directed primarily as financial assis-
tance to local non-profit agencies that do a won-
derful job at greater efficiency than we can do as a
church body. An example of the rapid response
to meet needs, is the budgeted amount in the na-
tional account that within hours of approval the
team was able to purchase nearly $2,000 of
clothes, personal items, clean-up supplies and
other disaster relief items to include in the com-
munity project coordinated by Melissa Daniels at
Muncie Toyota and Bob Ball of Blood N Fire
ministry. This truckload of purchased and do-
nated items from our community was delivered
within days of the major tornadoes that hit Ala-
bama. Contact has been made to our own White
Water Valley Presbytery Disaster Assistance as to
how our church can help with a mission trip to a
tornado ravaged area.

Articles are included in this issue of the
Columns explaining other opportunities for your
involvement in Mission at First Pres. Weekly on-
going opportunities exist at Christian Ministries,
Salvation Army food pantry, Second Harvest
Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity and Rebuild-
ing Together. In July, the Habitar Faith Build is
(July 23, Hearts and Hands back pack supplies,
or helping prepare a meal at the Sleeping Room
are upcoming opportunities for your participa-
tion.
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Update on Karin Lane

A lefter from Judy and Ross Lane, long-time very active mem-
bers who recently moved to Colorado. They were replying to
my request for an update on their daughter Karin who capti-
vated us when she spoke at our church on her work in Kenya
with the [U-Kenya Project, specifically with the Academic
Model for the Prevention and Treatment of HIV/AIDS
(AMPATH). She is making a difference on an ever-widening
scale. We are pleased to have partnered with her and so
grateful for her work. ‘ ~-Carrie Jo
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It is the desire of our Mission Team to make a better

portunities. [eel free to call me any time to ask about mission
information: Steve Cooper, Mission Team Moderator @ 759-
9329 or cell 749-9941. Any of you are welcome to attend our
monthly Mission meetings held the fourth Thursday at 4:30

p.m. in the conference room.

cerning mission projects and op-
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YOU CAN HELP!

M I S S I O N First Presbyterian’s mission team has recently

formed a supportive relationship with Project
Stepping Stone, a 20 plus year old, local Lu-
theran church ministry that provides emer-
gency housing for homeless families. Currently,
the Project operates three houses in which the
families can live for up to three months, giving
them the opportunity to save enough money to
rent a place of their own. The Project has no
paid staff. Volunteers from Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church and Lutheran Church of the
Cross handle all of the work necessary to keep
the program operating. In these hard times, it
1s an important community ministry that needs
the help of other churches.

TOOLS FOR SCHOOL DRIVE

Collection drive: June 16-July 20
Distribution date: July 30-31

Yes, it’s time! Hearts & Hands United—a col-
laboration of Delaware County social service
agencies—is kicking off their collection of school
supplies for all students in Delaware County
who would not be able to afford them. Each
grade requires specific supplies. First Presby-
terian is collecting for 6th graders:

e #2 pencils

¢ Blue or black ballpoint pens (not gel)
e Colored pencils, crayons, markers, or
¢ highlighters

Here are some of the ways you can help:

1. Volunteer to be a manager of one of the PSS

e 5 pkgs. wide-lined notebook paper homes.
t spiral . . .
(r}o spiral) . Donate domestic items, such as dishes, sil-
e Scissors
e Glue verware, mattresses, pots and pans, couches,

.. hairs, etc.
e Composition notebooks (120 pages) chairs, etc

e Collegiate dictionary
e Hand-held sharpener
e Multi-colored 2-pocket folders

3. Prepare desserts (cakes, pies, etc.) and/or
donate gift certificates, and other items to be
auctioned at the Project’s summer fundrais-
ing auction, which will be held on August 21,
2011. More information about the auction
will be forthcoming.

Place your purchased supplies in the plastic
tubs in the North Lobby and outside the church
office.

4. Volunteer time to help prepare vacated
If you have questions, please call Carrie Jo (289 houses for the next family.
-4431). If you’d like to participate without shop-
ping, we can do the shopping for you—that is,

monetary donations are welcome. Make check

out to First Presbyterian; note School supplies 5260. He can tell you about Project Stepping
in memo line. Thanks for your help with Dela- Stone and also give you printed materials de-

ware County education. scribing the program.

To learn more about how you can help with any
of these items, call Roger Sherwood at 284-

RE==ZEH A0 O

MUNCIE HABITAT FOR HUMANITY First Presbyterian Church will participate in the Muncie Habitat for
2011 FAITH BUILD Humanity 2011 Faith Build on Saturday, July 234, The home ad-

Saturday, July 234 dress for the Faith Build home is 800 North Central Avenue.
b

We need 15 people to work that day and several more to provide snacks, beverages and lunch for the work-
ers. A sign up sheet will be set up shortly at the Information Desk. If you can work all day or part of a day, please be
sure to sign up as soon as possible. We will need more than 15 workers if we have part-day workers.

Build day begins at 9:00 a.m., with a mid-morning break, noon lunch time and approximate end time of 3:00 p.m.

The build will take place rain or shine — so dress appropriately. Children under 16 are not permitted on the active
worksite, those ages 16 and 17 must have a consent form signed by a parent. Work clothes include comfortable shoes
(no sandals or Crocs). You will need to bring some tools if you have them; be sure to collect all your belongings at the
end of the day.

The registration fee for the day has been approved by the Session and has been paid, so there is no individual cost to
workers.
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THI ANXKS...to All Who Contributed to the BOOK FATR!

The church library Book Fair was a great success thanks to everyone who bought a book to contribute to the library.
Your gifts to the library are very much appreciated. These gifts enable the library to offer a greater variety of books than
would otherwise be possible.

In case you missed out on the Book Fair, it’s not too late to help. Just write a check to the church and leave it in the
office. Write Book Fair on the memo line. And thanks again for your generosity.

A Penny Saved. ..

P The book Be Thrifty (... not cheap!) (332.024 CATT) promises on its cover to instruct readers on how
~_ to live better with less. The editors are Pia Catton and Califia Suntree. They have gathered information from
dozens of sources to accomplish their goal.

On the topic of cutting, they give advice on cutting food bills, credit card debt, and your own hair.
They offer tips on haggling, forming a baby-sitting co-op, and maximizing take-home pay. There are sections
on home repair, bartering, making cleaning products at home, plumbing, and saving energy (both your own
and the kind you get from the electric company).

The editors aver that being thrifty does not require leading a second-rate existence. They point out that the words
thrift and thrive both spring from the same root.

Immortal Human Cells

Around the middle of the last century, medical scientists “harvested” living cells from a patient in a o
Baltimore hospital. The cells were taken without the consent or even the knowledge of the “donor,” a poor
black woman named Henrietta Lacks. Cultivated in laboratory dishes, the Lacks cells, called Hela, became an
important part of a variety of research programs. Eventually, they helped earn millions in profits for the
companies that used them.

Hela cells were vital in the development of polio vaccine and were used in research on cancer, vi-
ruses, cloning, and gene mapping. Neither Henrietta Lacks nor her descendants ever received any compensa-
tion for the cells.

The story of Henrietta Lacks, her family, and the Hela cells is told in The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks (616.02
SKLO) by Rebecca Skloot. It is a fascinating story of scientific discovery and its human consequences. The author is a science
writer whose work has appeared in many magazines.

MISSTON OPPORTUNITIES, continued

SLEEPING ROOM NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

In the past, each April the Sleeping Room volunteers have sadly said goodbye to the men who use the Sleeping
Room. These men had to then find a place to get a meal (or not), sleep (or not), and clean clothes (or not).

It has been the dream of the Christian Ministries committee that oversees the Sleeping Room to have it open
year-round. This year, through a Community Foundation Grant, the Sleeping Room is open all year. Now

that the dream has become a reality, volunteers are needed to provide an evening meal or breakfast and to
spend some time with these men. So set aside an evening or morning to prepare a meal and take some time

to just listen to their stories. Contact Christian Ministries (288-0601) to make arrangements to volunteer.
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Branches’ Upcoming Events “I am the | NEWSFROM THE GARDEN!
To glorify God, Branches’ activities provide education, fel- vine, ) Thank you to
lowship, mission, stewardship, and worship experiences for “ everyone who
You are the b ht f
all junior high and senior high students. All gatherings are b h oughtone o
from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the church unless otherwise noted PR our heirloom
and will usually include dinner. Always check your email for Those who tomato plants.
more details and last minute changes. If | don’t have your abide in me Olur ?V\;]n
email address, please send it to cathy@firstpresmuncie.org. | and I in them Eger‘nsplg:‘ree g
July 3 4th of July Weekend (no meeting) bear much n our_gorden pqu or\'d‘fhe‘
frui romaine lettuce is thriving in
July 10  Miniature Golf at Lyndenbrook Falls (3501 N rag [ b,
Briarwood Lane) b @cause

\We will bring the “fruits of
July 17 Mystery Meeting (watch for more details) apart from our labor” to church to sell.
The proceeds from our har-

July 24 Mystery Meeting (watch for more details) me h -
vest will go to the First Pres-
July 31 Stewardship Project (move nativity scene and you can byterian Church account at
fencing to Alexanders’ house for repair) do Second Harvest Food Bank.
: . . | Thank you, in advance, for
Special Event: nOthlng supporting this youth mission
August 21  Gishler Golf Outing John 15:5 project.

We welcome children and families on Sunday mornings to First Presbyterian!

Infants through 3 year olds receive child care and Christian nurturing in Room 101 with Marie Burkey and
her helper throughout Sunday morning from 8:15 am to noon.

During Worship Services: Children's Worship Center

Children 4 years old through 2" grade will join their parents in the sanctuary for the beginning of worship
and be dismissed with a leader for Children's Worship Center. Children's Worship Center, held in Youth Hall, is a way
to be in worship with young children. It is away that adults and children can grow in love for God and for one an-
other. It uses storytelling as a primary means for encountering God, so God is experienced, not just learned about.
Children in the 3" grade and older remain in worship with their parents.

9:45-10:30 Sunday school: There is no Sunday School between services during the summer months (Memorial
Day through Labor Day)

CONGRATULATIONS THANK YOU to our VBS Volunteersl!!
to the following 2nd grad- From music to games and everything in be-
ers who are “graduating” to tween, each part of PandaMania VBS
full-time worship next year was a rousing success because of our
as 3rd gradets. wonderful volunteers! Seventy-six pre-
schoolers and elementary students were
served by almost 80 FPC volunteers. Thank
you for taking time out of a busy week to focus on the things that mat-

These students were presented a Bible during
the recognition brunch on May 22:

Sasha Academia Riley Duncan ter—connecting kids to God.

Alexis Amos Stephanie Hofmann

sam Arnold Walker Moore A VBS REUNIONI! . Miniature Golf on Sunday, July 10!
Luke Belangee Brenton Shrock VBS kids can play miniature golf for free on Sunday, July 10,
Matt Brooks JD Shrock from 5:00 to 7:00 at Lyndenbrook Falls Miniature Golf. Tickets for

adults are $5. Children must be accompanied by an adult (no childcare

Weston Clay estiaitesusheat provided). See Christy Wauzzinski or Thea for more information.



mailto:cathy@firstpresmuncie.org

JUNE/JuULY 2011 THE COLUMNS

Congratulations...

£ —
’ who are graduating this year!

% These students were given a Bible dlictionary
during the recognition brunch on May 22:

«.to the following high school seniors

Cassie Alexander, Burris Laboratory School
Erin Bretz, Delta High School

Tim Brooks, Muncie Central High School
Amanda Brown, Muncie Central High School
Joe Eskew, Yorktown High School

Kevin Hayden, Muncie Central High School
Ha Eun Hong, Burris Laboratory School
Alyson Hopkins, Delta High School

Hailey Humphrey, Delta High School

Jiwu Lee, Indiana Academy of Science and Mathematics
Scott Neff, Yorktown High School

Seth Prince, Delta High School

Lauren Simmons, Muncie Central High School
Adam Voss, Yorktown High School

MISSION TRIP NEWS:

Seventeen youth and four chaperones will be work-
ing for the Presbyterian Camp in Wyoming, lowa,
from June 26 to July 1. Our projects will include:

1- Repair steps and posts to tree houses (what fun!);
2- Split and stack firewood;
3- Install new ceiling in Dining Hall meeting room;

4- Walk hiking trails to identify distance and time.
Install posts to identify distance and time.

Missionaries include: Cassie Alexander, Jack Alexan-
der, Erin Bretz, lan Bretz, Amanda Brown, Megan
Brown, Jessica Burkey, John Burkey, Han Chang, Won
Chang, Mackenzie Clinger, Lucas Clay, Joe Eskew,
Kirsten Linder, Allison Simmons, Lauren Simmons,
and Spencer Varner. Chaperones include: Dan Alex-
ander, Aaron Burton, Jacqueline Burton, and Thea.

Gishler Scholarships Awarded

Five high school seniors are recipients of this year’s Lewis
Weber Gishler Memorial Scholarship. Friends, family and
former parishioners created the scholarship in Dr. Gishler’s
name to further expand his commitment to education and
excellence. The scholarship is given to children of mem-
bers of the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church,
where Dr. Gishler served for 30 years. This year’s recipi-
ents are Cassie Alexander, Erin Bretz, Amanda
Brown, Jiwu Lee and Lauren Simmons.

<> Cassie Alexander will graduate from Burris High
School. She is the daughter of Dan and Cathy Alexan-
der. Her church activities include Sunday school, AP
Bible study, Vinedressers, youth group, and mission
trips. She has also served as a youth deacon. Cassie
plans to attend Indiana University to study theatre.

<> The daughter of Erick and Cathy Bretz, Erin Bretz
plans to study public history at Ball State University
following graduation from Delta High School. Erin is a
member of the church youth group and Sunday school
class and has served on many youth mission trips.

< Amanda Brown will study at Ball State University
after graduation from Muncie Central High School.
She is an active member of the youth group, Sunday
school, Vinedressers, and has served on several mission
trips. Amanda is the daughter of Scott and Kim
Brown.

< Jiwu Lee, daughter of MyungKu Lee and Hyejung Lee
Cho, is graduating from the Indiana Academy of Sci-
ence and Mathematics. Jiwu has participated in the
church youth group, Bible study, and mission trips.
She will attend Purdue University to study political sci-
ence.

<> The daughter of Alan and Mona Simmons, Lauren
Simmons will graduate from Muncie Central High
School and will attend Ball State University in the fall
to study athletic training. She has served the church
as a member of the youth group, Sunday school class,
Vinedressers, as a youth deacon, and has participated
in five mission trips.

Nancy J. Mannies Scholarship Awarded

Joseph Eskew has been awarded the Nancy J. Mannies Scholarship. Eskew, who will graduate from Yorktown High
School, participated in youth group, Sunday school, and mission trips. In the fall, Joe plans to attend Indiana University to
study chemistry. Joe is the son of Courtland and Jill Moores and Gregory Eskew.
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§Team Captain Name
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50/50 DRAWING i
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NON-FIRST PRESBYTERIAN www.firstpres  Name
MEMBERS muncie.org for
more
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