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From the study ...From the study ...   

Each generation of First Presbyterian Church é 

members, officers, pastors é has had a project, 

an assignment, the successful completion of 

which made the church strong for the next gen-

eration.  

 

Back in 1838 when our church was founded 

Robert Irwin moved from Camden, Ohio to Mun-

seytown, and he came to establish the Presbyte-

rian Church in this pioneer community beginning 

with only nine members he overcame difficulties, 

dreamed dreams, and labored for 12 years.  

 

In 1907-1920 the Rev. Benjamin Nyce was instru-

mental in evangelistic efforts and led people to a 

deeper commitment in mission.  

 

The ministry of Dr. Lewis Weber Gishler, who 

served this church over 30 years as its pastor, saw 

the construction of the facility in which we pres-

ently worship on Riverside Avenue.  Lew had a 

vision, and the congregation along with him, of 

the growth of Muncie around the university.  Our 

church today is situated in the premier location 

for ministering and reaching out to the university 

community.  During the Gishler years the church 

grew in numbers.  It was truly a time of great ex-

citement for the leadership and members of First 

Presbyterian Church.  

 

Since the 70s, First Presbyterian Church has deep-

ened its mission commitments to our community 

and neighbors and redefined First Presbyterian as 

an outpost of Christian compassion, justice, and 

tangible assistance.  In recent years we have 

expanded our ministry far beyond our own bor-

ders to Mexico, Honduras, and we now have 

partnerships as far away as Korea.  

 

Now it is our time.  We have kept faith with the 

past ... maintaining and expanding the contribu-

tions of the generations before us.  Our Acts 16:5 

committee is working hard each month to define 

and refine our vision about who we will be in the 

21st century.  Vital, joyful, and meaningful wor-

ship; adult education that expands the horizons 

of our members; a youth and young peopleõs 

ministry program that provides Christian growth 

and nurturing are just some of the ways that we 

are envisioning the future.  More awareness on 

the part of each and every member of our 

church to the ministry of hospitality is essential.  

Under Daveõs leadership we have seen the ex-

pansion of small groups, which enable fellowship 

and study, helped members to have a deeper 

relationship with the church beyond the Sunday 

morning experience.  And, of course, the ministry 

of pastoral care is so appreciated by everyone 

who finds themselves in crisis.  Carrie Jo Millerõs 

ministry for almost 7 years has been outstanding.  

The weekly visits of our deacons to the hospitals 

have made a huge impact in the lives of church 

members.  

 

We are unique in having a Korean language ser-

vice at 11:00 every Sunday morning with now 

over 115 Korean members led by Dr. Lee.  First 

Presbyterian Church has enriched the lives of all 

our members and, at the same time, has 

reached out to Asian students at Taylor and Ball 

State University.  

 

We are in the midst of some major renovation at 

First Presbyterian Church.  Many of you know our 

window project is half completed due to the 

generous bequest of Ruth Halberg.  This summer 

we will be putting a new flat roof on the church 

which will cost in excess of $200,000. The renova-

tion to the Lounge and hallways will soon follow.  

In the next several months we hope to be able to 

make decisions regarding the replacement of 

windows for the sanctuary and chapel.  These 

pressing immediate capital needs are part of our 

maintenance program.   

 

The next few years will be as important as any in 

the life of this great church. They will be as impor-

tant as any time in my ministry.  The times ahead 

will define this generation in the history of First 

Presbyterian Church.  I look forward with enthusi-

asm and high hopes as we move forward, envi-

sioning our future and carrying on a life -given 

ministry here at 1400 West Riverside and beyond.  

 

Faithfully, Ron Naylor  
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AADULTDULT  MM INISTRYINISTRY  LLUNCHEONUNCHEON  

Wednesday, May 19th  

12:00 noon - Fellowship Hall  

Our own garden expert, Mike McCauley, will give us 
great gardening tips and a plant to get us started! 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ Χ ƳŀƭŜ ƻǊ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ Χ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ƻƭŘ ƻǊ ƛƴ-
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Χ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘΗ  /ƻǎǘ ƛǎ 
only $3.00 per person.  Please call the church office 
(28-4431) by May 17th to make your reservation! 

News from your Mission TeamNews from your Mission Team   
 

*Getting hungry people fed is always high on our agenda, 

thus we recommended and session approved $6,000. 

from the Focus on Mission Fund to set up an account at  

Second Harvest Food Bank to be used by Salvation Army 

and Christian Ministries food pantries as well as the many 

smaller, neighborhood food pantries in churches through-

out Muncie. Money spent by food pantries through Sec-

ond Harvest Food Bank can purchase six times as much 

food as they could otherwise acquire. More food for the 

hungry!  

 

*Food for the hungry also comes through One Great Hour 

of Sharing which is divided three ways: Presbyterian Hun-

ger Fund, Self -Development of People, and Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance. Our collection on Easter totaled 

$1,749.55. Lisa and Clara had the fun of counting the 

coins in the fish banks the kids filled ñthey really filled 

them, too.  

 

*And speaking of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

(PDA), our gifts to help Haiti after their devastating earth-

quake totaled $1,620. That was sent to the Presbytery of-

fice which sent it along with collections from all the other 

churches in the Presbytery to the PDA. Because of funds 

going to PDA from One Great Hour of Sharing, money is 

ready to help immediately. Our collection ensured ongo-

ing assistance for reconstruction.  

 

*Going to Haiti for immediate help were 57 hygiene kits 

and 2 baby kits. Our young people at their mini -mission 

put together 45 kits and others in the congregation con-

tributed 14 kits. This was done in response to a òplease 

helpó call from Church World Service for more hygiene 

and baby kits. In TV coverage of the Haiti disaster, you 

probably saw kits like these being distributed.  

 

*Habitat for Humanity began their first build this year with 

a Women Build home. A First Pres team worked the first 

day of the build. Marty Kendrickõs team consisted of Mi-

chelle Kaitchuck, Claudia Sursa, Deb Heeter and Carrie Jo 

Miller. 

 

*Rebuilding Together is always busy building handicap 

ramps, or repairing roofs or other needs on homes where 

people cannot afford to make the repairs themselves. 

Michelle Kaitchuck has a steady need for volunteers. She 

can send you a list of her projects and dates if you give 

her a call at 747 -9836. 

 

*Boy Scout troop #25 meets on Sunday afternoons in our 

Youth Hall. Jon Fischer has agreed to be the Coordinating 

Organization Representative with the troop.  

 

*Kids Hope Mentors are winding down the school -year at 

South View Elementary. Some of our students are taking 

part in the YMCAõs Kidz Walkathon. Some recent quotes 

from Daily Progress Reports: òEverything ôclickedõ with the 

cheerleading focus ñher 1 st words to me: ôIõm a cheer-

leader now.õó òGreat job today! She has learned to play 

cards ñby the rules ñno peeking at cards, getting mad if 

you lose, etc.ó òHer reading has improved dramatically 

since the year began.ó òI love being with Whitney!  Even 

left one daughtersõ 2-week -old twins so we could be to-

gether.ó Mentoring is very rewarding. Think about becom-

ing a mentor for the next school year. For info call Carrie 

Jo at 289 -4431.l 

 

Come join us on the mission team. Call Michelle Kaitchuck 

at 747 -9836. 

 

Your Mission Coordinator,  

Carrie Jo  

Information will be com-
ing soon regarding a cruise 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎŜŎπ
ond and third missionary 
journeys.  The cruise will 
take place in early Novem-

ber and will be escorted by Pastor Ron Naylor & Carrie Jo 
Miller.  An informational meeting will be announced soon.  
In the meantime, please feel free to contact Carrie Jo to 
express your interest in the trip.  

 

JOURNEYS OF PAULJOURNEYS OF PAUL  



Put your caring into action é 

        Blanket the world with love! 

 

 

 
Meeting emergency needs and building food  

security in partnership around the world. 

  

CHRISTIAN WOMEN UNITEDCHRISTIAN WOMEN UNITED  

Friday, May 7thFriday, May 7th  
 

Union Missionary Baptist Church 
(Corner of Highland & Macedonia) 

 

άIƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴ 
ϧ ±ŀƭƛŀƴǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴέ 

 
Registration 9:30 AM 
Program 10:00 AM 

Lunch 11:30 AM ($6.50) 
 

Fees payable upon arrival, but please 
call ahead for lunch reservations 

(Ann @ 765.759.7319) 
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We all enjoy the results of this groupõs work!  They work tirelessly to We all enjoy the results of this groupõs work!  They work tirelessly to 

keep our grounds beautiful.keep our grounds beautiful.   

    

Weekly Weeders will be planting flowers on Wednes-Weekly Weeders will be planting flowers on Wednes-

day, May 5th, between 8:30 & 10:30am.  The group will day, May 5th, between 8:30 & 10:30am.  The group will 

meet in the courtyard each Wednesday morning meet in the courtyard each Wednesday morning 

(except June 2nd) to continue care of the church (except June 2nd) to continue care of the church 

grounds.    Please consider joining us!grounds.    Please consider joining us!   

Masterworks Chorale 
òSongs of Love 

Brahmsõ Liebeslieder 
Waltzesó 

Sunday, May 2, 2010  

4:00 p.m. @ First Pres 

Meals on Wheels Meals on Wheels is in desperate need of 

volunteer drivers for the Muncie area.  If 

you can give an hour a week or an hour a 

month, please consider this opportunity to 

make a difference in our community.  For 

more information, please contact Susan 

Thomas at 282 -3820. 

MM ISSINGISSING  SOMETHINGSOMETHING??  ??  You would 

be surprised at the variety of things 

that are left at the church!  If youõre 

missing something, please contact 

the church office between 8:30 -4:30 

to check on the items that have 

been turned in.  
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Branches  Upcoming Events  

To glorify God, Branchesõ activities provide education, fellowship, mission, stewardship, and worship experiences for 

all junior high and senior high students. All gatherings are from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the church unless otherwise noted 

and will usually include dinner (bring $$ to help defray meal costs).   Always check your email for more details and last 

minute changes.   If I donõt have your email address, please send it to cathy@firstpresmuncie.org  

I am the vine, you are the branches.   Those who abide in me and I in them bear  

much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.             John 15:5  

May 2                  Youth Sunday; Recognition brunch between services (graduating seniors and second graders will be 

recognized); scholarships awarded at 11:00 service.  In the evening, 5:00 to 7:00 pm, letõs meet at  

Cammack Station, 9200 W. Jackson, for dinner and ice cream.  Bring money for dinner and ice 

cream!  Let me know if you are going so I can line up adult drivers.  Adults:  anyone want to tag 

along?  

May 9  Motherõs Day; no meeting 

May 16   Sack lunches for Harvest Soup Kitchen   

May 23   We will attend a special concert in the afternoon; watch for more details   

May 30   Memorial Day; no meeting  

June 6  VBS prep 

June 13 -17 VBS (register to volunteer at www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/FPCMuncie)  

June 20   Fatherõs Day; no meeting 

June 27 -July 3 Mission trip to Presbyterian Camps, Saugatuck, Michigan  

July 4  No meeting  

Branches  Upcoming Summer Events  

June 27 -July 2      Summer Mission Trip  

We will leave on Sunday, June 27, after the first service and head to Presbyterian Camps, Saugatuck, Michigan.   The 

Presbyterian Camp is owned and operated by the Presbytery of Chicago.   The camp is located on 130 acres of 

heavily wooded dunes on the shores of Lake Michigan in the town of Saugatuck.   The Camp has distinct program 

areas including three beaches on Lake Michigan and a canoe dock on the Kalamazoo River.   Our work projects will 

include cabin construction/renovation, grounds maintenance, and trail construction/maintenance.   Check out their 

website ( www.prescamps.org ).  The cost is $130 or $200 for two in a family.    

July 20 -24            Presbyterian Triennium  

WHO:  The Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a gathering of youth and adults from the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 

the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America, and the Presbyterian Church (USA).   Youth Participants must be 

entering high school and no older than 19 years old on July 20, 2010.   Held every three years, 7,000 Presbyterian youth 

attended Triennium in 2007.  

WHERE: The Triennium will be held on the campus of Purdue University in West Lafayette.  

WHEN: The Triennium runs from Tuesday, July 20 through Saturday, July 24.   Check -in is from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm on 

Tuesday the 20th. The Triennium event officially begins with dinner on the 20th and ends with worship on the 24th.  

THEME: The theme for the 2010 Triennium is òFor Such a Time as Thisó from Esther 4:14. The theme will be developed 

throughout the week through daily presentations, worship, prayer, recreation, and small groups. A theme grid, or 

guide, to the primary scriptures, liturgical elements and theological questions can be found on the website ( http://

www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org ). 

COST: Cost per person of $50 or $75 for two in a family and includes housing, meals, conference T -shirt and all pro-

gramming.  

mailto:cathy@firstpresmuncie.org
http://www.prescamps.org
http://www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org
http://www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org


Page 5  MAY 2010  THE COLUMNS  

AP BAP BIBLEIBLE  SSTUDYTUDY  

Who:    High school and middle school students  

What:    Dinner and Bible study  

When:    Wednesday evenings, 5:00 to 7:00, March 31 -May 19  

Where:   Conference room  

Why:   Because Sunday school isnõt enough! 

  

SSTATEMENTSTATEMENTS  OFOF  FFAITHAITH  

The following statements of faith were written by 7 th and 8 th grade Confirmation students, who were confirmed into 

church membership on Easter.  

 

òI believe in God, He loves us all, God made man as an image of himself, forgives you if you truly want to 

be forgiven. He always answers our prayers whether we see it or not.  I believe Jesus died for us and forgives 

our sins. He is the Son of God.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, and the life everlasting.ó - Aryn 

McNamara  

 

òI believe that God the father almighty is the only God and the greatest God who created this beautiful 

world. I believe that Jesus Christ sacrificed his life for us because he loves us. I believe the Holy Spirit 

watches over us and is always there for us when we need him. ò  - Blake Taylor  

 

òI believe in god the holy spirit and that he works through us everyday. I know that God loves everybody 

equally and is always listening. Jesus was born by the virgin Mary. Jesus died on the cross for us, descended 

into hell and on the third day, he rose again. I will build my relationship with God by reading his word and 

praying.ó  - Erin Taylor 

 

RRECOGNITIONECOGNITION  SSUNDAYUNDAY  

On Sunday, May 2nd, our church will recognize second graders and high school seniors!  Why second graders and 

high school seniors?  Second graders are ògraduatingó to full time worship in the sanctuary as 3rd graders next year.  

And high school seniors are ògraduatingó to life beyond our sanctuary !  Join us for brunch (bring a breakfast dish to 

share and tableware) on Sunday, May 2nd at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall.  After enjoying a wonderful meal, all second 

graders and their parents will be invited to come forward to receive a small remembrance and to pose for a group 

picture with our pastors.  Following the recognition of second graders, we will then recognize our graduating high 

school seniors in the same fashion.  

This summer, June 13 -17, we will set sail for VBS fun!  As sails snap overhead, 

our church family will feel sea spray as we experience the deep, rolling 

waters of Godõs love!  No matter what station they're exploring, kids will 

hear the daily Bible Point ðand experience it in a new way!   At High Seas 

Expedition, the daily Bible Point is carefully integrated into each stationõs 

activities to reinforce Bible learning. Each activity is an important part of 

kidsõ overall learning experienceñkind of like the pieces of a puzzle.  

Easily the best time you will have this summer ñ 

this shipõs for you!  Join us! 

To register your child or to volunteer, see Thea or  

go to www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/FPCMuncie  


