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In March, twelve of us from FPC set out to
visit the churches St. Paul visited on his mis-
sionary journeys. We saw the ancient ruins
of Thessaloniki, Corinth, Philippi, Ephesus,
Athens, Miletus, and other places where
Paul preached to the Gentile world. We vis-
ited the island of Patmos where St. John
wrote Revelation and Pergamum, one of the
cities he writes about in Revelation. We also
visited Delphi and drove across mountains
and through cities full of Greek history and
beauty.

What did I learn on my study leave? To be
sure, the history and culture of Greece and
Turkey (Asia Minor) was fascinating to ex-
perience firsthand. Lectures, both on the
ship and by our daily guides, brought what
we were seeing to life. We could envision the
ruins where we walked as cities and commu-
We could imag-
ine St.
Paul
pointing
to the
statues
of Greek
god s
and goddesses, and preaching that their
statue “to an unknown god” actually points
to the God we know in Jesus Christ.

nities bustling with people.

We saw ruins of old synagogues where Paul
challenged the Jews to be reconciled with
non-Jews and where he preached love above
all else.

I was struck by the length of Paul’s journeys.

e This was not like walking to Indianapo-

ﬁ

lis. Paul faced hardships, shipwrecks, and
danger. He really was not just inspired, he
was driven

by the Holy

Spirit. His

place in our

theology 1is

so important as he introduced Christ to the
non-Jewish world and spread the gospel from
Jerusalem to Asia Minor (Turkey) and to
what would eventually become Europe.

My faith was enriched and expanded greatly
by the lectures and religious sites we visited.
Preaching about St. Paul will now take on a
new perspective, having been where Paul
lived and taught.

Other reflections about the trip remind me
how much I enjoy being with our church fam-
ily. The twelve of us had tremendous fun
and fellowship together. Like mission trips,
there is always a bond between folks who
share these kinds of experiences and so it
will be with the twelve of us.

All of us were impressed with the people we
met. Turkey is kind of an unknown to many
Americans. It is 98% Muslim but is a secu-
lar Muslim society. Turks were extremely
friendly and welcoming and spoke positively
about America and Americans.

Greece was so wonderful, and going with our
own resident Greek Olga Butler made our
trip special for all of us. Meeting her family,
we came to feel we were all part of their fam-
ily. And so we are all a part of God’s family!

What a treat! Thanks be to .
L
God. o Sy
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Quotes That Stay With Me

This month's article is a bit autobiographical. What follows is not my story, but a collection of quotes, sayings, and bible verses
that seem to come to my mind more often than others. I've annotated some of them. Others need little explanation. | hope
that at least a few of them might inspire you and recognize that others will probably leave you shaking your head. I'd love to
receive an email from you listing your favorites (davepres@sbcglobal.net). | promise | won't publish your list without permis-
sion!

“Great spirits have always encountered violent opposition from mediocre minds.” — Albert Einstein
| wore this one on a t-shirt all through high school. It had a three-color print of Einstein on it.

whole experience it. Avoiding danger is no safer in the long run than exposure.” - Helen Keller

This was another quote | wore on a t-shirt during my teenage years. I've always believed that it speaks quite clearly of
our reality, even as one with a Christian worldview. God has never promised us safety or ease, only that he would always be
with us. Indeed, the promise for those who follow Jesus is a cross.

‘ ‘ “Life is either a daring adventure or nothing. Security does not exist in nature, nor do the children of men as a

“It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives within me.” — The ~ Just for _F'"' —T_hese are quotes from some of
Apostle Paul in his letter to the Galatians 2:20 my favorite movies:

As | stated in a recent sermon, the Spirit of Christ does live withinbe- = | - ” .
lievers. When | was younger, | always thought that as | became  Dvin' ain't much of a livin’, boy.” - Clint East-
(verrrry slowly) more like Christ, that my own personality would disap- wood in the title role, near the end of the movie
pear. | am more recently and joyfully discovering that as Christ livesin ~ 1he Outlaw Josey Wales. A bounty hunter has just
me by his Spirit, and | take on (again, venry slowly) his character, | returned for a showdown after having walked out of

become more of the person | was created to be, rather than less. the saloon where Wales is holed up. He claims he
had to come back because it's what he does for a

living. Wales responds with this line before gunning
him down.

“A certain sort of foolishness is required for Christian ethical
thought and action, a playful readiness to roam, to revise, to see
odd connections in things that were not seen before, a willingness,
a joy even, to be odd. | wonder if one of the ethical challenges for ~ “You traded the Caddie for a microphone?
ministry in the mainline church is the sort of people we attract to ~ (Pause) | can see that.” — Jake Blues in M
ministry. We seem to have a high proportion of those who wish to ~ Brothers to Eiwood Blues after Ewood explains why
keep house, to conform, and too few who like to play, confront, he just picked up Jake from prison in an old cop car.
. . . ™ . - Just about every line from this movie is quotable, but
dl?rgpt, revise, and foolishly envision.” - Will Wllllmgn as a musician, this one is my favorite.
This is from Willimon's book Calling and Character: Virtues of the Or-
dained Life. | read it soon after becoming a pastor, and for a while, |
had a copy of the quote on the wall in my office. It seemed to put
into words the kind of pastor | hope to be. It also reminds me of the
younger, rougher version of me who won the “Most Sarcastic Band
Member” award in high school. My role as the kid in the back row of
the band heckling the director hasn't really changed. But | hope that
with Christ living in me, I've been shaped to use my observations and
insights for the growth and encouragement of God's church instead
of for laughs in the classroom.

“Very small rocks?” — one villager’s response to the
question “What else floats?” in Monty Python’s
Search for the Holy Grail. This is one of those lines
that makes me smile whenever | think of it. It's from
the first movie my wife and | ever watched together
and | knew things might work out when she didn't
balk at watching it.

- Jesus, in Matthew 10:34

This statement by Jesus occurs in the middle of his call to discipleship, during which he talks about loving him (Jesus)

even more than family. It is a stark reminder that the good news of the gospel, which has the power to bind us to-

gether as the church, can also tear apart the families of those who don’t all answer his call. It speaks to the necessity of a
response to Christ.

"Do not suppose that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | did not come to bring peace, but a sword.” ’

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect.” - The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans 12:2

This was the verse that started the whole pastor thing for me. | had just read it during a morning devotional and had admit-
ted to God that | didn’t know his will... and | wanted to know. Kim and | had been praying for guidance for over a year with
no clear answer. | received an immediate response to my question. | didn’t hear a voice as much as | saw three words in my
mind’s eye: Go to seminary. | spent the next five minutes as | finished my drive to work trying fo disbelieve it before | was over-
whelmed with peace and joy. | called Kim later that morning and we began applying to seminaries that week. | would love
to say that this is always how it works, but God doesn’t use formulas, and has never communicated fo me in that same way
since. | have come to believe that God wants me to step out in faith without a clear answer more often than not. | guess
that's really what faith is, isn’t ite

—Pastor Dave
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“I was hungry, and you gave me food. .."

Those are words Jesus spoke when talking about Judgment Day, and when people protested that they had
not fed Jesus, he replied that everything they did for the last and the least, the hungry and the oppressed,
they had done for Him. Whether feeding the 5,000 or feeding the little girl he had just brought back to life,
Jesus was concerned about people’s physical hunger as well as their spiritual hunger. As followers of Je-
sus, we, too, are especially concerned about feeding the hungry.

Locally, we focus on feeding people through Second Harvest Food Bank, Salvation Army Food Pantry,
Christian Ministries Food Pantry and many smaller food pantries throughout the area. We partner with
Teamwork for Quality Living to overcome poverty in Delaware County. That’s addressing the short-term
problem, which we must, but what about the long term?

Recently at a letter-writing workshop for Bread for the World, I was reminded that for people of faith,
feeding the hungry has always been a major concern. According to Bread for the World, because of the
global recession and ineffective practices and policies, people suffer worldwide. As a result:

e 1.5 billion people are in extreme poverty, living on less than
$1.25 a day.
) e Even though there has been an overall percentage decrease,
bread thewopl d 925 million people still suffer from chronic hunger worldwide,
‘ d HAVE EAITH. END HuNGgegr.  nearly 90 million higher than in 2000.
™ o More than 350,000 women die every year from complications
during pregnancy, childbirth, or in the six weeks after delivery.
e 24,000 children die every day from poverty, hunger, and pre-
ventable diseases. That’s one child every 3.6 seconds.

Bread for the World invites church people to write personal letters and emails to their members of Con-
gress on an issue that’s important to hungry and poor people. Last year some of us at First Pres took part
in an Offering of Letters asking Congress to extend the Earned Income Credit which puts money in the
pockets of the working poor. Congress did indeed extend that credit. In 2011 Bread’s focus is on making a
more effective system of foreign aid that will allow help to reach those who need it most in a timely man-
ner, as well as seeing that resources will be better
spent and accountability improved. Poverty-

focused development assistance accounted for just IN B

0.6 percent of the entire U.S. budget in fiscal year N fcé{’ .Adult Ministry Luncheon
2010. (:({ /e

At Bread’s letter-writing workshop at North are Wednesday, May 18th
United Methodist Church in Indianapolis, sixty or 12 Noon

so people of faith from various denominations

gathered to listen to the key-note speaker, Roger Sandra Worthen will take us traveling.

Thurow, journalist for Wall Street Journal and
author of ENOUGH, Why the World’s Poorest All are invited and urged to come for a fun time!
Starve in an Age of Plenty. Just think of it, almost Come and bring a friend or two or more.

1 billion people, including children, go to bed hun-
gry every night and are chronically hungry. In-
spired by Thurow, we broke into small groups to
write letters and ended with a short worship ser-
vice.

Lunch is $3.00 per person.

Please call the church office (289-4431) by May 1éth
to make your reservation!

. . Questionse Call Pastor Carrie Jo.
In Christ’s service,

Carrie Jo
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May 8

May 11 (W)

May 15

May 18 (W)

May 22

May 25 (W)

May 29

June 1

June 5

June 8

June 12 - 16

June 19

June 22

June 26

Branches’ Upcoming Events

b To glorify God, Branches’ activities provide education, fellowship, mission, stewardship, and worship experi-

ences for all junior high and senior high students. All gatherings are from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the church
unless otherwise noted and will usually include dinner. Always check your email for more details and last
minute changes. If | don’t have your email address, please send it to cathy@firstpresmuncie.orq.

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. -<John 15:5

Youth Sunday Rehearsal

We are working on a neat skit with special music for Youth Sunday. It’s not too late to join us!

Join us for AP Bible Study!

High school and middle school students
What: Dinner and Bible study

When: Wednesday evenings, 5:00 to 7:00
(check your e-maill)

AP Bible Study (Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00)
Join us for Bible study and a light supper. Who:

Mother’s Day (no meeting)

AP Bible Study (Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00)
Join us for Bible study and a light supper. Why:

Where: Conference room
Because Sunday school isn't enough!

Youth Sunday rehearsal (look for email with the time)

AP Bible Study (Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00)
Join us for Bible study and a light supper.

Youth Sunday (morning); Cammack Station (evening)

Youth will lead both services. In between services, there will be a brunch, and graduating sen-
iors will be recognized and scholarships awarded. In the evening, we will celebrate our seniors
at Cammack Station.

AP Bible Study (Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00)
Join us for Bible study and a light supper.

Memorial Day (no meeting)

AP Bible Study (Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00)
Join us for Bible study and a light supper.
VBS decorating

AP Bible Study (Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00)
Join us for Bible study and a light supper.

VBS—PandaMania

Stewardship project

We will move the nativity scene and fencing to the Alexanders’ for a little repair work.

AP Bible Study (Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00)
Join us for Bible study and a light supper.

Mission Trip
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I’'m not a First Pres Youth...
what does Vinedressers have <] am the vine
to do with me? ’

)

& You are the

What is Vinedressers all
branches

about?
Those who abide in

me and I in them

The mission of the Vinedressers is to capi-
talize on God'’s soil, water, and weather,

and utilize our God-given talents to pro-

vide fresh produce for our church family and those in our bear mUCh

community less fortunate than we. ﬁ lt
’

Our garden plot is off Jackson Street, just west of Nebo. By the
time you read this, we will have already planted Romaine let- because
tuce, cabbage, and broccoli. And the heirloom tomatoes we
started from seeds are doing well in the church windows.

apart from me
We will bring the “fruits of our labor” to church to sell. The pro-
ceeds from our harvest will go to the First Presbyterian Church
account at Second Harvest Food Bank. Thank you, in advance, you Can do
for supporting this youth mission project.

If you have a dusty watering can or a rusty hand trowel in nOthlng.”
your garage, we can put it to good use this summer. See
Cathy. John 15: 5

Recognition Sunday - May 22

Sunday, May 22 is Recognition Sunday. Graduating high school seniors will
be recognized at each worship service and during an all-church brunch at
9:30 am in Fellowship Hall. The Gishler and Mannies scholarships will be
awarded during the brunch.

Second graders will also be recognized during the brunch for “graduating”
to full time worship in the sanctuary as a 3" grader next year.

Please join us for brunch! Bring your favorite breakfast dish to share
and tableware.

Sranches’ Summer Events:

June 12-16 VBS—PandaMania
June 26-July 1 Mission trip: Camp Wyoming, Wyoming, lowa

August 6 All-Church Cookout
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!

VIBS — Jume 12 - 16!

< Y From music to games and everything in between, each part of
Q“DAMQN!. PandaMania VBS is intentionally designed to focus on the
- coGodis Wildaboj g things that matter—connecting kids to God. PandaMania

1 W" TN ,,,"(’ " VBS connects kids to God, creates change in their hearts, and
gives them opportunities to share God’s love with others.

\l

To be a part of this wonderful experience, please contact Jacqueline Burton or Thea.
We need your help to make VBS happen!

Mark your calendar now for PandaMania, June 12-16 !!

We welcome children and families on Sunday mornings
to First Presbyterian Church!

Infants through 3 year olds receive child care and Christian nurturing in Room 101 with Marie Bur-
key and her helper throughout Sunday morning from 8:15 am to noon.

During Worship Services: Children's Worship Center

Children 4 years old through 2" grade will join their parents in the sanctuary for the beginning of worship and be
dismissed with a leader for Children's Worship Center. Children's Worship Center, held in Youth Hall, is a way to
be in worship with young children. Tt is a way that adults and children can grow in love for God and for one another.
It uses storytelling as a primary means for encountering God, so God is experienced, not just learned about. Chil-

dren in the 3" grade and older remain in worship with their parents.

9:45-10:30 Sunday school for Children and Youth

Room 103: 4 year olds through 1°" graders Melissa Daniels

Room 104: 2", 3™ and 4™ graders Jennifer Dale

Room 106: 5™ and 6™ graders Christy Wauzzinski

Room 105: 7™ and 8™ graders Greg and Nicole Johnson
Room 23 (on the stage): 9™-12™ graders Aaron and Jacqueline Burton

Are you called to be a Sunday school substitute teacher or a Children's Worship Center leader or greeter? Please
talk to Thea or to Jacqueline Burton!

SPECTAL NOTE: May 22 is the last day of Sunday school for children and youth. Thank you to
the wonderful Sunday school teachers who made time in their busy lives to teach and serve.
Sunday school will resume on September 11.
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CHURCH LIBRARY NOTES...

From Maxine and Chuck Leslie

BOOK FAIR — SUNDAY, MAY 22
8:00 AM - NOON

It’s Book Fair season at First Pres! On Sunday, May 22, dozens of new books for read-
ers of all ages will be on display in the north lobby. You may browse among these books
from 8 a.m. to noon. We hope you will find books that you’d like to see added to the
church library collection. You can buy one (or several!) books that interest you and do-
nate them to the church library. After you have read the book and returned it to the
library, other readers can check it out and enjoy it. You get to read a good book, others
get to read it, and you don’t have to try to find space for it in your own bookcase.

That’s a win-win deal if there ever was one!

The Angels in Heaven Sang to Him

When 3-year-old Colton Burpo survived an emergency appendectomy, his family was relieved and joyous. But
they were astonished by the story that emerged during the following months. Little Colton had been to
Heaven ie for  heaven and back.

Al o ety Sl s 0 o e and

Colton told his parents that he had left his body during the surgery. Lending authenticity to his story, he was
,C able to describe what his parents had been doing in a different part of the hospital while he was on the oper-
@ L ating table. He also told of visiting heaven where the angels sang to him. He described Jesus and God who is

$ “really, really big.”

Colton’s story is recounted by his father, Todd, in Heaven is for Real (133.901 BUR). Todd Burpo is a pastor of the Wesleyan
church. The book has been a No. 1 bestseller with more than a million copies in print.

Books from Philip Yancey
Philip Yancey, a prominent and prolific Christian author, has written two books recently added to the church library.

In Where Is God When It Hurts? (248.8 YANC) he addresses a question that is possibly the most important that  Ea RN
theologians seek to answer. The question can be posed thus: If God is loving and merciful, as we are taught, v
then why do bad things happen to his children? In this book, Mr. Yancey reveals a God who is neither capri-
cious nor unconcerned. Using examples from the Bible and from his own experience, he helps readers under-
stand pain and why we suffer. Those who are suffering will be encouraged and comforted. 2[2(121’”
i '.g Those who want to reach out to ease the suffering of others will be equipped. H

Mr Yancey’s other book is The Bible Jesus Read (221.6 YANC). Using texts from Job, Deuteron-
o *;;j' omy, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and the Prophets, Mr. Yancey demonstrates how the Old Testament
—'B]BLE-;- deals in depth and detail with the issues that most trouble us.

lESUS Readers are offered new insights into the mind of God the Father and greater understanding of Jesus who loved
READ* the prayers, poems, and stories of the Old Testament.

—Maxine and Chuck Leslie
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SALVATION ARMY FOOD PANTRY ~

DONATION ITEM for May:

@) cannED

VEGETABLES

Please place donations in the cart
in the Fellowship Hall!

Thanks so much. Your generosity really
makes a difference.

GET INVOLVED IN
MISSION!

The Mission Team would like t
invitation for you to become m
volved in mission work with Fir
You are invited to attepe/oi
slon Team meetings the fourt
of every month held in the conference
room at 4:30 p.m.

If you have a concern for people in need
passion for new ways to care for the less
nate, bring your ideas and enthusiasm at
the Mission programs of our church. Any
tions or interest in upcoming projects, cal
Cooper at9520 or A1



