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I know many of you probably see
the title and say, “Yes, it’s an-
other Fall in the church year and
he wants to emphasize the impor-
tance of worship.” That’s cer-
tainly true. Why worship God?
Of all the things we do, worship
may be among the least useful or
utilitarian. You can skip church
for years and on the surface not
see any discernible difference at
all in your life. Indeed, many
people make no room in their
lives at all for God, Christ, or the
church, and they seem none the worse for the
absence of faith or devotion. We all know people
like that. While studies reveal that people of
faith are, on the whole, happier, more hopeful,
and even healthier than those with no religious
commitments, there are no immediate or obvious
rewards to worshiping God as a way of life.

If T were to offer an answer to the question of
why people should worship God, I would begin
with the reality of sin. “What is sin?”, asks the
Westminster Shorter Catechism. Sin is “any
want of conformity unto or transgression of the
law of God.” This answer is profound but it can
seem disconnected from life for someone who
lives outside the Christian faith.

That’s why I've always been drawn to
Augustine’s description of sin. He used the
Latin phrase “homo incurvatus in se.” The
phrase literally means “man curved in upon
himself”. I've always found Augustine’s a more
apt description of human sin as the self curved
in upon itself, for sin blinds us to our tendencies
toward self-absorption, and only some Power
greater than sin can save us from ourselves.

Here is where God is our only hope, and worship
is that act which saves us from selfishness by
giving ourselves to something wholly other than

ourselves — which is God. In
worship, we remember that “our
chief end is to glorify God and
enjoy Him forever.” Apart from
worship, we end up thinking
about ourselves endlessly and
fretfully. Apart from the worship
of God we fail to see ourselves
truthfully or accurately, and the
possibilities for self-deception are
greater.

William Sloane Coffin used to say
that “the smallest package in all
the world is a person all wrapped up in himself.”
How true his words are for us in this time. The
worst kind of bondage is bondage to self, and it
1s a tragedy of our age of anxiety that most peo-
ple think about themselves far too much.

The worship of God can be liberating as we es-
cape from self and find ourselves anew in God.
Jesus said in all four gospels, “For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake and for the sake of the
gospel will save it.” (Mark 8:35) Worship is
where we find God’s saving purpose for our lives
and is that act which best can free us from self-
absorbed living.

I love Archbishop William Temple’s definition of
worship! “To worship is to quicken the con-
science by the holiness of God, to feed the mind
with the truth of God, to purge the imagination
by the beauty of God, to open the heart to the
love of God, and to devote the will to the purpose
of God.” Who doesn’t need these gifts that God
alone gives when we worship Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit? For these and other reasons, I hope
that I'll see you in worship this Fall on a regular
basis.

Faithfully,

o, Mgl
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INTERNATIONAL MISSION AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

There’s a rumor going ‘round that we’re no longer involved in international mission. But it’s only a rumor—not a fact.
I was reminded of that as we hosted the Korean pastors’ monthly meeting in August. The pastors meet in the differ-
ent churches (and denominations) they serve from Ft. Wayne to Indianapolis. What a pleasure to meet with them.
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Here’s more on our international mission.

KOREA...International ministry:
Led by Pastor Lee, it’s mission out-
reach to Koreans who live in East
Central Indiana and to Korean stu-
dents at Ball State, Taylor, and
Anderson universities. An interna-
tional/college mission outreach. After
their Sunday morning worship ser-
vice (Korean language with English
translation provided), they gather in
Fellowship Hall for an authentic Ko-
rean dinner. During the school year,
they practically fill up Fellowship
Hall. But there’s always room for
more, and you're invited for their worship and/or dinner.
Or meet and greet our Korean members in our coffee
hour.

KOREA...English teachers: For the second year, we
have sent two members to our sister church Yum Kwang
Presbyterian Church in Seoul, Korea, to teach in the
church’s English Camp. Rev. Wally and Kay Wilson re-
cently returned after six weeks of teaching a kindergar-
ten class and two adult classes daily.

KENYA...AMPATH: Academic Model for the Prevention
and Transmission of HIV/Aids. Our connection with the
TU-Kenya Medical School Partnership is through Karin
Lane who worked with HIV-infected expectant mothers
to have healthy babies: the practical application of the
Academic Model. We helped fund special assistance af-
ter violence had disrupted Karin’s work at Eldoret,
Kenya.

PHILLIPINES...Russ and Sherry Palsrock: Missionaries
and parents of Robin Geelhoed. They not only do mission
work in the Phillipines, but also coordinate the work of
Christian Reformed missionaries throughout Eastern
Europe. Their letters appear in our newsletter. Also,
Russ has preached here.

MEXICO... Mission Trip: Two years ago we took a 32-
member team (12 young people, 20 adults) on a mission

trip to Xocenpich, Mexico—our 22nd
trip there. The team did construction,
Vacation Bible School, and medical
work. During the economic downturn,
we focused our mission funds on the
increased needs locally, but have be-
gun planning for a mission trip to
Costa Rica in the spring of 2012.

AFGHANISTAN...AWAKEN: Estab-
lished and led by Bibi Bahrami, a
longtime Muncie resident, Afghan
Women’s and Kids’ Education & Ne-
cessities has built and operates a
school for both girls and boys, a vocational school for
women, and a medical clinic to serve the people in the
Afghan village in which Bibi was born and her family
still lives. First Pres helped with funding the building of
the schools and clinic.

PAKISTAN...Forman Christian College: A Presbyterian
(PCUSA) university founded in 1864. A faculty member
at FCC, Asher John has faithfully worshipped with us
while a Fulbright Scholar at Ball State University. We
have provided scholarship help to FCC students.

WORLDWIDE...Church World Service Hygiene kits:
First Pres members young and old assemble the kits
with purchased/donated personal hygiene supplies by
sealing them in plastic bags which are then packed and
shipped to Church World Service ready for distribution
to people displaced from their homes because of man-
made or natural disasters. We've sent 90 so far this
year—=60 last year to Haiti. We also participate every
year in CWS’ Blankets+ program and Crop Walk.

I'm writing this not to pat ourselves on the back but to
ensure transparency in communicating about our mis-
sion/outreach in which we are all involved. Thanks for
your generous support.

Faithfully, Carrie Jo

Fortunate... Yes, as members of First
Pres we are fortunate to have our spa-
cious grounds at Riverside & New York.
To add to the maintenance of these
grounds, a thank-you is extended to the
Weekly Weeders. This summer those faithful vol-
unteers, who together put in a total of close to 200
hours May-August, were (see list to right):

uxXZ>» I

Myron Earhart
Mike Grandison
Kevin Hayden
Chris Hostetler
Jean McCauley
Jan McCune
Barb Moll

Jerry Rushton

Please consider volunteering a few times in 2012!

Nanette Rushton
Joe Stephen
Jane Thomas
Sue Ann Wantz
Jennifer Williams
Carol Wire

Jerry Wire

Pat Zeabart

We appreciate all the support
for the Gishler Golf Outing!

Ann Gishler, Honorary Chair
Don Black, Chair

Steve Cooper

Mike Grandison

Joe Stephen

Janice Wagner

Joe Wilson

Robert Wilson
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Uecomine STuoY/FELLOWSHIP/MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

AouLT SunDAY ScHooL
Sundays, beginning September 11

9:45 - 10:45 am 7:00 pm

BRrIDE's Room CLAss

Heaven is For

(September 11 - 25)
A Study of the book s
“Heaven Is For Real”
Led by Dave Jewett

DiscipLeEsHIP BiBLE STuDY
Wednesdays, beginning September 7

Next topic: The Book of Revelation
Led by Bob Wauzzinski

Mystery, excitement, the persecution of God's peo-
ple, and the sweep of God's victorious plan of salva-
tion: These ideas and more will make up the up-
coming study of the book of Revelation. We have
ignored this treasure of victory and joy too long. In

this time of international financial distress, riots, in-

MARINERS CLASS

~ (through Fall Quarter)

i tf{;ﬁ? “Paul and His Letters” study
continues

. Led by Bob Wauzzinski

in Fellowship Hall

(reading includes the epistles of Paul from
Scripture)

MEN'S WEEKLY NOON BIBLE STUDY

Wednesdays, beginning September 21

FeaTurinG: Video lectures on the Old Testament by Amy-Jill
Levine, Ph.D. Dr. Levine is the E. Rhodes and
Leona B Carpenter Professor of Biblical Studies
at Vanderbilt University Divinity School. Her lec-
tures present an overview of the Old Testament
and offer an introduction to the history, literature
and religion of ancient Israel and early Judaism.

Attention is given not only to the content of the
biblical books but also to the debates over their
meaning and the critical methods through which
they have been interpreted. Dr. Levine is a
skilled and interesting lecturer who keeps her
listener’s attention. The lectures will both inform
and challenge class members’ views of the Old

Testament.

FORrRMAT: While eating lunch each week, we will watch a
half hour lecture by Dr. Levine and then discuss
her presentation.

LeADERS: Dr. Ron Naylor & Dr. Roger Sherwood

TIME: Wednesdays at 12 noon beginning September
21, 2011

PLACE: Church Lounge

creasingly disastrous weather, a European Union
that is dissolving, political foolishness, and too
much Fundamentalist mistreatment of the book, the
study of the book of Revelation is a must.

Please come and join us on Wednesday nights in
the Conference Room at 7:00 PM.

First Presbyterian Church
1400 W. Riverside Ave.
Muncie IN 47303 ——
Phone: 765-289-4431
Fax: 765-289-4486 6 b
SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES:
8:30 a.m.—Contemporary Service (Sanctuary)

www firstpresmuncie.org
11:00 a.m.—International Service (Chapel)
11:00 a.m.—Traditional Service (Sanctuary)

The Rev. Dr. Ronald Naylor, Senior Pastor
ronpres@sbcglobal.net

The Rev. David Jewett, Associate Pastor
davepres@sbcglobal.net

The Rev. Dr. MyungKu Lee, Associate Pastor
ninebrights@hotmail.com or

9brights@hanmail.net

Pastor Carrie Jo Miller, Commissioned Lay Pastor
carriejolstpres@sbcglobal.net

The Rev. Dr. Robert Wauzzinski, Parish Associate
wabberl5@aol.com

Cathy Alexander, Youth Director
cathy@firstpresmuncie.org

Lisa Ulrich, Business Administrator
lisa@firstpresmuncie.org

Jane Smith, Administrative Assistant
jsmith@firstpresmuncie.org
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Get Your Act Together
for

Cuus Prez 201

FPC Variety Show
Saturday, October 1
7:00 pm

Singing, dancing, poetry, comedy
(even juggling) are welcome!

Volunteers are also needed to help
with organizing:

e program

o desserts

o set-up

e clean-up

Contact Joyce Beck (288-0039), John
Foster (286-1582) or the church office
(289-4431) to participate!

MiINISTRY GUILD
2nd Mondays, beginning .4
September 12 = = i
5:30 pm in the Lounge il il /i

| g & QS |G

Looking forward to all members coming on September 12
to share summer “hot” stories and to discuss upcoming
Ministry Guild events! New members are ALWAYS wel-
come...come join our fun group and serve First Pres! See
you there and then!

—Muggs and Joyce

Dee DaH Day (Frioay

MOorNING CIRCLE)

e ‘3‘ 9)
s‘ 1&
2nd & 4th Fridays, beginning
September 9

AN
IS ’/‘ | ' | I’ 9:00 am (coffee), 9:30 am (start)
in the Lounge

We are in the middle of a John Ortberg book which we
were studying last Spring. Please join us...we are lots of
fun!!! For information, call Kristin Mueller (759-5535).

P

{ You are invited to sing with the
(+ Cuancer
CHolr

Chancel Choir. The choir rehearses }
Thursdays from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the
choir room. If you enjoy singing and
good fellowship, you will feel welcome
in this group. Don’t worry about

e
d Hearts and Hands United’s
“CoATS AGAINST THE

CoLb" collection runs
from September 10" to
October 9™

making a long-term commitment; come
for a few rehearsals to see if this is a
good “fit.” BSU students are most
welcome!

First rehearsal of the fall is Sept. 8.

Coats of all sizes, hats, gloves, and
scarves can be deposited in the plastic
tubs in the North Lobby and in the hall
outside the main office. Local cleaners

tion: kirbykor@comcast.net.

Email Kirby Koriath for more informa- ‘}

will clean them. Thanks for your help.

Q
Jurl &

()r J/“ I
SATURDAY MORN

Beginning September 3

Zumbatomic® — Designed exclusively for kids (ages

@

19 ??¢: ZurnbAtornic/Farily Zurmoal

high-energy fithess-parties packed with specially choreographed, kid-friendly routines and all

INGS @ 9:30 am

4-12), Zumbatomic classes are rockin’,

the music kids love, like hip-hop, reggaeton, cumbia and more. Parents love Zumbatomic be-
cause of the effects it has on kids, increasing their focus and self-confidence, boosting me-
tabolism and enhancing coordination. Zumbatomic rounds out family fitness goals by giving
parents a great reason to head to the gym — for themselves, for their kids, for a totally fun family
experience. Parents may choose to participate or enjoy watching this 40-minute class.

Also beginning Sept. 3: NEW Fall Schedule including Saturday Zumba (@ 10:30 am)! Pick up a

schedule flyer at the information desk.



http://www.zumbatomic.com
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Homeless Man Becomes NFL Player

You’re not poor if you know where your next
meal is coming from.

That’s a lesson Michael Oher learned early.
His amazing career as a football player has been told in
a best-selling book, The Blind Side. In a new memoir,
Michael Oher reveals much about his early life as a
homeless youth in the Memphis ghetto who developed a
burning desire to break out of the culture of poverty
and addiction and rise to a new world of opportunity.
This new book is I Beat the Odds (920 OHER). In it he
reveals some of his darkest memories, feelings, and
thoughts with details only he knows. He offers his
point of view on how anyone can achieve a better life.

The Blind Side was made into a movie starring
Sandra Bullock which is also available from the church
library. Look for DVD 70.

Reason to Believe

Addressing the doubts that skeptics and even
fervent believers may have is the purpose of The Rea-
son for God (239 KELL). The author is Timothy Keller,
founding pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in
New York City.

Drawing on literature, philosophy, and reason-
ing, this book provides a solid platform on which Chris-
tians can stand their ground against the backlash
against religion created by the age of skepticism.

Redeemer Presbyterian Church was founded in
1989 and now has more than 6,000 worshipers attend-
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ing Sunday services. Redeemer Church is planting new
churches in large cities throughout the world.

Spirituality Promotes Healing

In God, Faith, and Health (291.1 LEVI), author
Jeff Levin explores the evidence of a connection be-
tween health and spiritual beliefs and practices. He
shows that prayer, attending religious services, medita-
tion, and faith in God influence health and that the
optimism and overall hopefulness of those who profess
faith promote the body’s healing responses.

The book is filled with dramatic personal sto-
ries that illuminate a path to improved health through
spiritual practices. The author is a medical scientist
who has been studying the relationship between spiri-
tuality and health for more than 30 years.

Grief and Consolation

A Sorrow Shared (248.8 NOUW) is a new book
combining two earlier works by Henri J.M. Nouwen,
the best-selling Catholic author. The works are In
Memoriam and A Letter of Consolation. The author
explores the depth of his grief upon the death of his
mother and writes tenderly and wisely to his bereaved
father, yearning for the light of Christ in the darkness
of loss and sorrow.

Father Nouwen taught at Yale, Harvard, and
Notre Dame while writing more than 40 books. From
1986 until his death 10 years later, he taught and min-
istered to mentally and physically challenged men and
women as a member of I’Arche Daybreak community
in Toronto.

BWanted: Pour Advent-Christmas Memories for Devotional Booklet

The Worship Team is compiling a First Pres Advent Devotional booklet for the Christmas holidays. Do
you have a favorite family Christmas story2 How about a memorable Christmas service here at First
Pres, or elsewhere?2 What does the Nativity say about being a loving Christiang? What is Advent all
about? You can email your articles, poems, even drawings, to the church office at

jsmith@firstpresmuncie.org, or just drop them off at the office. Or, you can use the Advent booklet drop

boxes we will have set up in the next few weeks for your convenience.

The deadline is Nov. 1 so that we can have the booklet ready by mid-November. We need your memories, your ideas,
and your creativity. And we especially want children's submissions! So, if you can write, print, draw and love the Ad-
vent-Christmas season, send in your ideas and memories about this special, magical fime of year!

House house.

é@. Stephen Ministry Supervision will be Tuesday and Wednesday, Sept. 13 and 14, at 4:30 pm at the
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" Upcoming Events

Branches

B8 To glorify God, B r a n cattivities’ provide education,

| fellowship, mission, stewardship, and worship experi-

nces for all junior high and senior high students. All
| gatherings are from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the church

" unless otherwise noted and will usually include din-

Sept. 4

Sept. 10 (Sat)

Sept. 11

Sept. 18

Sept. 25

Oct. 1 (Sat.)

Oct. 2

ner. Always check your email for more details and last
minute changes. If | don’t have your email address,
please send it to cathy@firstpresmuncie.org.

Labor Day weekend (no meeting)

Kids Night Out!

Branches will provide an evening of fun for FPC
children whose parents are attending the Adult
Progressive Cookout. We'll do a little work
(packing hygiene kits for Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance), play some games, watch a movie (The

Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe), and eat! Note:

This is Saturday night!
No meeting

Pack college care packages
We will pack goodies for our favorite college stu-
dents.

CROP Walk
A community-wide event sponsored by Church
World Service and organized by local congrega-

tions, raising funds and awareness to combat hun-

ger at home and around the world.

The Walk starts at 2:00 and starts at our church!
Wear comfortable walking shoes, but leave your
iPods at home (talk to your neighbor!).

Please try to get at least one donation (any

amount) from your own piggy bank or Mom/Dad/
Grandparent/etc. Make checks payable to CWS/
CROP and bring them with you on that Sunday.

Club Prez

We will help with set-up, clean-up, and serve re-
freshments at this fundraiser for Second Harvest
Food Bank.

No meeting

NEWS FROM THE GARDEN!

The Vinedressers are sfill b
busy weeding, clipping,
and watering our heirloom
tomato plants . We are
praying for a bumper crop
and hope to have toma-
toes throughout September.

&

The proceeds from our harvest will go to the
First Presbyterian Church account at Second
Harvest Food Bank . Thank you, in advance,
for supporting this youth mission project.

Will You Be a
Proyer Partner

Conﬁrmatlon?

During a baptism, church members promise to
nurture the individual during his or her journey
of faith. Would you now be willing to

|

commit to praying for a young person as
they go through Confirmation this year?

Beginning on September 1, we will offer a Con-
firmation Class for 7" and 8™ graders to inform
and prepare them to join our church as an adult
member. Class will be held during Sunday
school (9:45 0 10:30 a.m.) every Sunday. For
those who decide to join the church, reception
into church membership will be part of our
Easter Worship Service at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday,
April 8, 2012. Dan and Cathy (Thea) Alexander
are the Confirmation leaders.

If you would be willing to pray for Theresa
Bittermann, lan Bretz, Aggie Brooks,
Bethany Brooks, Weston Clinger, Katie
Rogers, Owen Shrock, Allison Simmons or

Sarah Stewart on this part of their faith jour-
ney, please email Thea (cathy@ firstpresmuncie.
org) or call the church office.
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What is a great way to wrap up a

Super Cool UnderseaBible Adventuree

How about a family trip to the Newport
Aquarium in Cincinnati¢

SCUBA is here!

What is SCUBA? A Super Cool UnderseaBible Adventure NEWPSRT AQUARIUM

for preschoolers and elementary students.

A Million Gallons Of Fun

Wednesdays, Oct. 5 through Nov. 2, 2011

5:00t05:25 Chadder &8s Undersed Bli bl e Markeourgalendars now
5:30 to 6:00 Deep Bible Adventures for November 5!

6:00 to 6:30 Dive-In Diner (Dinner!) You provide your transportation; the

) ) | church will provide discounted tickets.
6:30 to 6:45 Mystery! We'll rendezvous in Sharky's Café at a
6:45 to 7:00 Closing set time (TBA) to enjoy a snack together!

Program fee: $2/session/person for dinner Reserve your tickets by emailing Thea

Call(289-4431) or email (cathy@firstpresmuncie.org (cc’rhv@f?rpresmuncie.orq) or call the
to register! church office.

We welcome children and families on Sunday mornings to First Presbyterian!

Infants through 3 year olds receive child care and Christian nurturing in Room 101 with Marie Burkey and
her helper throughout Sunday morning from 8:15 am to noon.

During Worship Services: Chi | dr ends Wor ship Center

Children 4 years old through 2 ™ grade will join their parents in the sanctuary for the beginning of worship
and be dismissed with a | eader for Childrends Worshi
Hall, is a way to be in worship with young children. It is a way that adults and children can grow in love for God and
for one another. It uses storytelling as a primary means for encountering God, so God is experienced, not just
learned about. Children in the 3 ™ grade and older remain in worship with their parents.

Our Sunday School will begin on September 11. If you would consider teaching a Sunday School
class for children (full- or part-time openings are available!), please see Thea for more information!

9:45-10:30 Sunday school for Children and Youth (starting September 11):

Room 103: 4 year olds through 1 ** graders Larry and Dagney Strange

Room 104: 2" 3" and 4™ graders 2222222222222

Room 106: 5" and 6™ graders Christy Wauzzinski !
Room 105: 7" and 8" graders Dan and Cathy Alexander :

Room 23 (on the stage): 9 "-12" graders Aaron and Jacqueline Burton
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Progressive
Cookout

Saturday, September 10
5:30 pm

Please join us for the Second Annual
Progressive Cookout!!

We’ll gather in small groups at host homes
for a cookout of steaks and other
goodies, then move to the picnic area in
the North Woods at the church for cake, ice cream & fellowship.

Steaks and desserts provided by the church. Guests prepare a
side dish to bring to the host home.

If you have kids, drop them off at the church for Kids’ Night Out
(for children of adults coming to the Progressive Dinner; see panel to
right) before you go to dinner and pick them up after dessert!

We need reservations by Sept. 6 (at latest) so guests can be as-
signed to host homes and given food items to prepare. Call the
church office (289-4431) to RSVP.

A few more host homes (for groups of 8-10) may still be needed
by publication time. Please contact Scott Shockley (h-289-7779;
c-749-5870).

Attention, Parents:
@ ~ d ) h
KidsiNight Out
GKAES &2dz I NB alLd
Bpranches will provide an evening of
fun for FPC children whose parents are
attending the Adult Progressive Cookaut
2SQfft LXIlIe az2yY$S 3l YSa
(The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe), do a little work
(packing hygiene kits for
Presbyterian Disaster Assis-

tance), and eat!
Note: this is Saturday night!

Mak
Ay e
eaf kifiene %8‘%{(\65

wSIAAGNI GAZ2Y A& | LILINB
the church office to tell us your kids are
O2YAYQH



