Hello all,

As I write this I'm reminded that I have not done so in quite some time, for that please forgive me. It's been a very busy couple of months. Starting in August I went on mid-tour leave and spent a couple great weeks in Missouri with Katy. When I returned to Iraq at the end of August I found out that our team had been re-missioned to advise an Iraqi Brigade (that's one level higher than we used to be at) that had just been stood up. The battalion that we used to advise would fall into this new brigade. The US is in the process of turning over the battlespace that we are in over to Iraqi control. When it is all said and done, there will be about 1/3 the number of US forces that were here when we arrived, and nearly 3 times as many Iraqi forces. The US is turning into an overwatch force, that for the most part lets the Iraqi Army handle nearly all of the day to day operations, and only steps in if absolutely required. These are all good things. As part of this process the US has turned over nearly all of the patrol bases that we used to occupy in our sector. This included PB Lion's Den where we used to live. Needless to say, we had to move. In early September we moved to Camp Striker which is part of the Victory Base Complex that surrounds the Baghdad International Airport (BIAP). While this means many more creature comforts including a much larger chow hall and better showers, it meant that we had to drive to see our Iraqi BDE that we were responsible for advising as we no longer lived with them. We have been in the process of building a small US patrol base that is collocated with them, but it has been a slow and painful process of moving trailers, generators, gravel, concrete t-walls, and everything else required to support US forces. I have also had the chance to actually use my engineer skills as I was giving the task of overseeing the contracting process to builld the Iraqi side of the base. The contract ended up being almost $1 million and will eventually be overseen by the United States Army Corps of Engineers. Hopefully they will begin construction soon, as the Iraqi's are living with next to nothing for right now. For the last couple weeks our team has begun the process to be replaced by another MiTT as our tour comes to an end. Completing awards, evaluations, and all the other administrative tasks to leave country is no small feat. Our replacements are actually in country completing the last of their training and should arrive to begin the relief in place (RIP) process before the end of this month. After a couple weeks of overlap where we transition more and more responsibility to the new team we will begin the long journey home. Currently we are scheduled to be back at Ft Riley, KS by NOV 16 or so (although that date could change a little). Once we're back at Ft Riley, I will begin outprocessing from the Army and should be on terminal leave back at Ft Leonard Wood, MO by early December. While this tour has been a good one, we are all certainly ready for it to be over, as everyone is tired and ready to see their families and friends. Our mail has already been turned off, so hopefully nobody has sent anything recently (mom and dad, I did receive the last box of goodies before mail ended). 

I hope that everyone back home has had a good summer and is enjoying fall and football season. I look forward to seeing you all very soon.

love,

dave

ps: as i transition out of the army i will be using this account less and less, please update your email address books to the one that is in the to line of this email. thanks
