Hello All,

It's hard for me to believe that we've already been in theater for over 100 days now, but the countdown calendar tells me it's true, so it must be. We've had some pretty big changes in the last couple of weeks. The unit that we work for moved to a new area, and a new unit has moved in. With that comes some new faces in our house. We have a new mortar section that lives with us. And while they are a lot more calm than the last guys that were here, they come with their own brand of insanity, which is good. It keeps things interesting. The Iraqis are dealing with their own changes at the same time. Their battalion area of responsibility is being realigned, new Iraqi units are being stood up and moved into the area, and they will be getting a new commander in the next week or so. With all of the units moving our Iraqi battalion has assumed control of two small patrol bases that used to have Americans in them. With the weak point of the Iraqi Army being logistics, this will be another challenge for them to be able to support their troops in the field. As you can see, it's been a busy few weeks for us, and it will continue to be for the foreseeable future. 

It's beginning to warm up here too, a sign of the inevitable summer to come. Our team is doing well, and in the next month or so we will begin our rotation for mid-tour leave. We are only able to send one or two at a time, so it takes several months to rotate everyone through. My spot is in the beginning of August, which should be just after Katy returns from Guantanamo Bay. We plan to spend most (if not all) of our leave in Missouri (assuming of course that the Army fulfills Katy's wishes to return to Fort Leonard Wood). There will of course be more details on our plans as we get closer to the date. 

Well, I should probably get back to work. Thanks again for all of your support. A special thanks going out to the Schmidt's for the large resupply of coffee!

sincerely,

-Dave
