Hello Everyone,

We've been here almost 6 months now, and I can't believe how fast time has gone. After some record cold last winter, it has not taken long to heat up here. It's only early May and our temperatures are regularly above 100 and we've already seen 110 once or twice. It isn't bad most days; we're getting pretty used to it. But some of the long days in body armor get kind of ugly. The team is still doing really well; we've been recognized at the brigade and division level for our effectiveness with our Iraqi counterparts. Our Iraqi battalion continues to make improvements, but we still have a ways to go. We've been doing a lot of training here at our patrol base, and the other U.S. units in our sector have really developed some good partnerships with our Iraqi companies and many combined missions have been very successful. Things remain quiet in our part of the country, although that is not true everywhere. I'm sure the reports at home have been less than favorable, but for the most part, it's still relatively calm.

We've started our mid-tour leave cycle and in a couple months I'll be back in Missouri for mine. I should be home for the first couple weeks in August, although I won't know exact dates until we get a little closer. 

Katy will be leaving Guantanmo Bay this week to return to Fort Leonard Wood and after a short leave will be taking command of a company (not sure which one yet). She still plans to attend grad school at the University of Missouri in the fall of next year ('09) to pursue her MBA. My release from active duty was processed and accepted, effective 1 Dec 2008, although I have volunteered to stay on as a reserve instructor at Fort Leonard Wood. The job would entail teaching new captains at the Engineer Career Course for a few weeks a year. 

I hope that everyone at home is doing well, and I look forward to hearing what you are all up to.

Thanks again for the care packages, letters, and support. They really do mean a lot to us.

-Dave

