Hello All,

Another month is almost over here in Iraq. January seems to have flown by, and we've been so busy that I haven't kept up with a lot of things that I've wanted to, like writing to you all. I must also apologize to the Powell's, I could have sworn that I had you on this mailing list, but I realized today that I didn't. My apologies.

It's been warmer here lately, but the rainy season has started, and Iraq mud is like nothing that I have ever seen before. It is the sloppiest, soupiest mess. It gets all over everything and sticks better than glue. There is no escaping it, it's everywhere. Almost makes me wish for summer.....almost. We've finished a lot of the projects that we wanted to get down to our house. Finished boarding up and insulating all of the windows, built tables and lofts, rewired some electrical, and done significant work to our shower trailer. I think it's pretty clear by now, that the team that we replaced did not do much to maintain this compound, and we're having to make up for their laziness. But it's kept us busy. 

On the IA side (Iraqi Army) there is no end to the lunacy. Almost every day we have a impromptu contest on whose counterpart said or did the craziest thing. Our battalion has come a long way, but still has a long way to go. Their Soldiers are good at the basic jobs, but on the staff level they have no idea how to coordinate, plan, or disseminate information. It's pretty frustrating sometimes, but there are glimers of hope occasionally. Those are really what keep us going. When they seem to listen to our recomendations, or show some inclination at cohesive staff work. It's all about small victories for us. In the classic football analogy that everyone around here seems to like....."It's a game of inches." Hopefully after a year here, we'll be able to look back and see some progress.

Katy's still at Gitmo. She's been working with branch to get back to Fort Leonard Wood next summer when she is due to leave. I'm pretty sure that she's going to be able to get it. That will make the transition to Columbia, Missouri easier when she starts school in the fall of '09. 

As always, thanks for the thoughts and prayers. The coffee is going over well too. We go through quite a bit with some late nights and early mornings. I hope that everyone is doing well and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

-Hoss
